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Is  World  AIDS  Day 
losing  its  punch? 


By  Jacob  Smith  Yang 

BOSTON — Previous  World  AIDS  Days  have  been  marked  by  radical  AIDS  activism.  This  year’s  was  com¬ 
memorated  by  people  across  the  globe,  but  caused  some  activists  to  question  whether  World  AIDS  Day  has 
lost  its  activism  significance. 

In  1989,  the  executive  directors  of  AIDS  organizations  from  around  the  country  joined  200  protestors  at  a 
rally  in  Washington,  D.C.;  activists  and  the  directors  blocked  traffic  in  front  of  the  White  House  and  78  were 
arrested,  many  for  the  first  time  (see  GCN,  Vol.  17,  No.  36).  Last  year,  800  members  of  ACT  UP  descended 
on  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control  in  Atlanta,  protesting  the  federal  government’s  failure  to  officially  recognize 
women  with  AIDS. 

Eve  Faber,  coordinator  of  the  World  AIDS  Day  Coalition  that  sponsored  the  1989  national  day  of  action,  told 
GCN  that  she  thinks  that  World  AIDS  Day’s  activism  potential  is  often  limited  by  its  overly  broad  theme  and 
lack  of  focus.  “World  AIDS  Day  was  created  by  a  non-activist  entity,  the  World  Health  Organization,”  Faber 
said.  “While  some  activists  have  planned  actions  in  conjunction  with  that  date,  the  occasion  is  not  useful  as  a 
central  focus  for  activism.  I  think  AIDS  service  agencies  find  it  to  be  a  more  useful  focus  than  AIDS  activists 
[do]." 

People  in  many  cities  held  candlelight  vigils  to  remember  those  who  have  died  of  AIDS.  The  brightly  lit  sky¬ 
lines  of  larger  cities,  such  as  New  York,  Chicago,  San  Francisco  and  Miami,  were  dimmed  at  dusk. 

“In  comparison  with  previous  World  AIDS  Days,  I  think  this  year  we  have  seen  a  broader  range  of  people 
expressing  concern  about  AIDS,”  said  Jim  Voltz,  executive  director  of  the  AIDS  Project  in  Worcester,  Mass. 
“People  who  thought  AIDS  was  ‘a  disease  other  people  get’  are  beginning  to  look  beyond  their  fear  and  recog¬ 
nize  that  AIDS  is  a  human  tragedy.”  Voltz  added  that,  especially  in  light  of  basketball  star  Magic  Johnson’s  dis¬ 
closure,  more  and  more  mainstream  community  organizations  have  been  offering  support  for  AIDS 
Project/Worcester  and  other  AIDS  service  organizations. 

Many  art  museums  and  galleries  across  the  country  presented  “A  Day  Without  Art”  exhibits  and  programs, 
in  recognition  of  the  loss  of  creative  talent  caused  by  AIDS.  In  Boston,  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  featured  an 
exhibition  that  incorporated  hanging  body  bags,  bags  of  ashes  and  photographs  of  and  by  people  with  AIDS. 

A  statue  in  the  museum’s  west  wing  was  shrouded  in  black. 

AIDS  activists  in  ACT  UP  chapters  in  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  elsewhere  used  the  theme  of  this 
year’s  World  AIDS  Day,  “IV  Drug  Use,”  to  hold  marches  and  rallies  calling  for  government  support  of  needle 
exchange. 

A  Dec.  2  rally  at  Philadelphia  City  Hall  drew  approximately  70  activists  calling  for  a  government-sponsored 
program  to  provide  clean  needles  on  demand.  Although  Pennsylvania  is  one  of  11  states  that  criminalizes 
needle  distribution  without  a  prescription,  members  of  ACT  UP  and  Prevent  Point  Philadelphia  (a  needle 
exchange  advocacy  group)  implemented  a  needle  exchange  program  in  North  Philadelphia  last  month. 
Carrying  the  dirty  needles  they  had  collected,  activists  from  the  rally  marched  to  a  district  health  center  where 
the  executive  director  accepted  them  and  endorsed  the  program. 

“The  government  should  be  sponsoring  this  kind  of  AIDS  prevention,  rather  than  leaving  it  to  volunteers,” 
Philadelphia  activist  Scott  Tucker  told  GCN. 

According  to  the  United  Nations’  World  Health  Organization,  1.5  million  people  have  developed  AIDS  world¬ 
wide.  □ 
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‘Invasive 

procedures’ 

dropped? 

A  drafted  revision  of  Centers 
for  Disease  Control  guidelines 
reportedly  backs  away  from 
restricting  the  practice  of  HIV- 
infected  health  care  workers. 
Even  if  so,  AIDS  advocates  say 
guidelines  leave  much  to  be 
desired. 

By  Jacob  Smith  Yang 

WASHINGTON — Following  overwhelm¬ 
ing  criticism  by  medical  professionals,  the 
federal  Centers  for  Disease  Control  (CDQ  is 
expected  to  abandon  its  contoversial  plan  to 
compile  a  list  of  procedures  that  health  care 
workers  with  HIV  should  not  perform,  the 
New  York  Times  reported  Dec.  3.  The  deci- 
son  may  put  to  rest  the  two-year  debate  over 
restricting  HIV-infected  health  care  workers, 
which  has  been  heralded  by  Sen.  Jesse 
Helms  (R-N.C.)  and  Kimberly  Bergalis,  a 
woman  who  allegedly  contracted  AIDS  from 
her  dentist. 

CDC  spokespeople  would  not  confirm  that 
the  revised  draft  of  recommendations  for 
preventing  HIV  transmission  in  the  health 
cartrgcjnp  jjf  p  aa"  dropped  incorporation  of  a 
list  of  “high  risk”  medical  procedures.  “I 
don’t  know  where  the  author  of  the  New 
York  Times  article  got  his  facts,”  said  CDC 
spokesperson  Bob  Howard.  Howard  told 
GCN  that  the  CDC  will  not  officially  release 
the  proposed  recommendations  for  public 
comment  until  the  Public  Health  Service  and 
Health  and  Human  Services  Secretary  Louis 
Sullivan  have  an  opportunity  to  make  their 
comments. 

“The  CDC  has  had  two  public  meetings 
on  this  issue  [of  this  list  of  procedures],  and 
at  each  they  were  severely  criticized  by  med¬ 
ical  and  public  health  care  experts,  as  well  as 
by  AIDS  advocates,”  Liz  Cooper  of  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU) 
AIDS  Project  told  GCN.  “Perhaps  they  are 
finally  willing  to  base  public  health  policy 
on  scientific  and  medical  information,  rather 
than  public  hysteria.” 

The  New  York  Times  article  indicated  that 
the  revised  guidelines  instead  emphasize  the 
role  of  local  health  care  panels  in  identifying 
workers  on  a  case-by-case  basis  who  fail  to 
practice  universal  precautions  against  infec¬ 
tion  or  whose  stamina  or  mental  state  renders 
them  unfit  to  practice. 

Experts  criticize  list 

CDC  guidelines  issued  in  July  called  for 
voluntary  HIV  testing  of  all  health  care 
workers,  but  also  recommended  that  those 
who  are  found  HIV  positive  go  before  a  local 
board  that  could  advise  them  not  to  perform 
a  list  of  “exposure-prone”  procedures.  AIDS 
activists  and  health  care  workers  decried  the 
guidelines,  arguing  that  they  served  as  a  dis¬ 
incentive  for  health  workers  to  seek  HIV 
testing.  They  also  charged  that  the  recom¬ 
mendations  legitimized  public  fear  about 
HIV  transmission  during  surgical  or  dental 
procedures.  Scientific  studies  indicate  that 
the  chances  of  transmission  are  infinitesimal. 

CDC  Director  Dr.  William  Roper  had  set  a 
Nov.  15  deadline  for  medical  and  dental  pro¬ 
fessional  organizations  to  devise  a  list  of  pro¬ 
cedures  HIV  infected  health  care  workers 
shouldn’t  perform.  More  than  30  health  care 
organizations  and  civil  rights  groups  refused 
to  participate,  citing  the  lack  of  scientific 
evidence  that  certain  procedures  pose  a 
greater  risk  than  others.  Even  the  American 
Medical  Association,  the  only  medical  orga¬ 
nization  that  agrees  such  a  list  should  be 
made,  has  yet  to  produce  one.  And  at  a  Nov. 

4  meeting  sponsored  by  the  CDC,  medical 
and  scientific  experts  continued  to  criticize 
attempts  to  devise  such  a  list. 

Continued  on  page  6 


Quote  of  the  Week 

“My  whole  adult  life  I  have  had  gay 
friends.  I’ve  had  gay  collaborators,  I’ve  had 
gay  mentors.  And  if  I  live  to  be  a  thousand  I 
could  never  repay  the  debt  I  owe  to  them. 
They  gave  me  my  vision  and  they  gave  me 
my  career.” 

— Bette  Midler,  queen-of-camp  turned 
Disney  player,  at  a  benefit  awards  ceremony 
for  AIDS  Project  Los  Angeles.  Midler  says 
she  has  lost  close  to  50  of  her  friends  to 
AIDS. 

Walk  without  fear’ 
in  D.C. 

WASHINGTON — In  the  wake  of  anti-gay 
police  brutality  and  harassment  on 
Halloween  (see  GCN,  Vol.  19,  No.  17),  750 
gay  men,  lesbians  and  supporters  took  to  the 
streets  of  the  Dupont  Circle  area  to  protest 
and  rally  against  anti-gay  violence,  Nov.  18. 

“This  is  an  act  of  defiance,”  Mindy 
Daniels,  president  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Activists  Alliance,  reportedly  told  the  crowd. 
“This  is  a  protest  against  the  harassment, 
threats  and  physical  violence.” 

According  to  the  Washington  Blade,  the 
march  and  rally  was  organized  by  the  local 
Gay  Men  and  Lesbians  Opposed  to  Violence 
(GLOV)  and  modeled  after  women’s  “Take 
Back  the  Night  Marches.” 

Mayor  Sharon  Pratt  Dixon  and  city  coun¬ 
cil  member  Jack  Evans  were  among  those 
who  spoke  at  the  rally;  they  presented  march 
organizers  with  mayoral  and  city  council 
decrees  proclaiming  “Walk  Without  Fear 
Day”  in  Washington  D.C.. 

Dixon  and  Police  Chief  Issac  Fulwood 
have  issued  apologies  for  police  harassment 
on  Halloween  and  have  promised  to  investi¬ 
gate  the  conduct  of  the  officers  involved. 

At  the  rally,  Dixon  said  she  would  soon 
announce  plans  for  improving  police  depart¬ 
ment  sensitivity  training  on  gay  and  lesbian 
issues.  GLOV  activists  have  long  com¬ 
plained  that  such  training  has  been  only 
offered  to  new  recruits  and  subsequently 
undermined  by  veteran  police  officers.  Since 
the  Halloween  incident,  Dixon  has  changed 
her  stated  commitment  to  police  sensitivity 
training  to  include  veteran  officers  as  well  as 
new  recruits. 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

KKK  targets  gay 
bookstore 

ST.  LOUIS — Members  of  the  Ku  Klux 
Klan  (KKK)  issued  threats  Oct.  26  against  a 
local  gay/lesbian  bookstore  and  newspaper. 

According  to  the  St.  Louis-based  Lesbian 
and  Gay  News-Telegraph,  three  men  entered 
the  Our  World  Too  bookstore  and  asked  the 
clerk  detailed  questions  about  the  size  of  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community  and  the  location 
of  local  bars.  The  men  then  reportedly  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  take  free  literature  and  business 
cards  available  at  a  display  in  the  back  of  the 
store. 

“I  asked  one  of  them  to  stop  smoking 
because  we  have  a  no-smoking  policy,” 
Steve  Gibson,  the  cleric  on  duty  at  the  time, 
told  the  News  Telegraph.  “When  I  did,  he 
made  a  really  snide  remark  about  why  were 
we  worried  about  cancer  when  there  were 
‘other  diseases’  we  should  worry  about” 

After  asking  whether  or  not  the  store  had 
been  the  target  of  hate  crimes,  the  three  men 
allegedly  identified  themselves  to  Gibson  as 
members  of  the  KKK.  Assuming  they  were 
joking,  Gibson  laughed,  causing  them  to 
“seem  dismayed."  They  then  tossed  several 
KKK  business  cards  on  the  counter,  and  as 
Gibson  angrily  told  them  to  leave,  he  heard 
them  say  “We’re  watching  you,  we  know 
where  you  are.” 

The  owner  of  Our  World  Too  reported  the 
incident  police,  who  filed  no  formal  report 
because  there  was  no  direct  threat  or  actual 
crime. 

The  St.  Louis  offices  of  the  News- 
Telegraph  also  reported  harassment  on  Oct. 
31.  An  unidentified  male  voice  left  an 
answering  machine  message  warning  staff 
members  to  “watch  out”  and  threatening  to 
“get  you.” 

“This  is  a  little  more  threatening  than  the 
usual  trash  [other  harassing  phone  calls],” 
said  News-Telegraph  editor  Jim  Thomas, 
"but  we’re  located  on  the  second  floor  in  a 
pretty  secure  building — I  think  we’ll  be 
safe.” 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

Sex  party 
arrestees  get  off 

BOSTON — Prostitution  charges  against 
three  gay  men  who  were  arrested  in  a  raid  of 
a  private  sex  party  in  Dorchester  last  year 
were  dropped  Dec.  2  by  a  Boston  Municipal 
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Court  judge,  according  to  a  statement 
released  by  their  lawyers.  The  three  men  run¬ 
ning  the  S/M  party  were  arrested  on  Dec.  20, 
1990,  and  charged  with  prostitution,  keeping 
a  house  of  ill  fame  and  carrying  a  dangerous 
weapon,  when  more  than  a  dozen  police  offi¬ 
cers  raided  the  Thunderhead  Club. 

Advocates  for  those  arrested  blasted  the 
police’s  actions,  charging  the  police  with 
harassment  of  a  peaceful  and  quiet  party. 
They  were  further  enraged  when  the  Boston 
Globe  ran  a  column  by  Mike  Bamicle  Jan. 
10,  excoriating  those  in  attendance  at  the 
club  for  their  participation  in  the  S/M  activi¬ 
ty,  and  printing  the  address  of  the  house 
where  the  party  took  place. 

The  prostitution  charges  were  reportedly 
brought  because  of  the  five-dollar  cover 
charge,  which  the  defendants  said  was  to  pay 
for  food  but  the  police  said  amounted  to  a 
payment  for  sex  since  patrons  of  the  club 
were  engaging  in  sexual  activity.  The  charge 
of  carrying  a  dangerous  weapon  was  brought 
against  a  man  wearing  a  studded  wrist  band. 
Justice  Raymond  Dougan  dismissed  all 
charges,  stating  in  his  ruling  that  although 
the  conduct  charged  by  the  police  might  be 
offensive  to  many,  it  was  not  a  violation  of 
the  laws  cited  by  the  police. 

According  to  John  Ward  and  Barbara 
Macy,  lawyers  for  the  defense,  the  police’s 
portrayal  of  the  sexual  activity  at  the  party  as 
potentially  transmitting  HIV  was  “complete¬ 
ly  wrong.  The  [defendants]  made  sure  that 
everyone  who  attended  the  gathering  was 
aware  of  and  practiced  safe  sex.  Their  efforts 
deserved  commendation,  not  harassment.” 

— Dawn  Schmitz 

S/M  activists 
lobby  NEA 

WASHINGTON — Representatives  of  the 
leather/S&M  community  met  for  the  first 
time  with  officals  of  the  National 
Endowment  for  the  Arts  (NEA)  Nov.  8,  to 
discuss  the  restriction  of  NEA  funds — an 
issue  that  has  raged  through  Congress  in 
recent  years.  This  year,  Congress  voted  not 
to  further  restrict  funding  for  homoerotic  and 
leather/S&M  art 

“We  were  there  to  educate  the  NEA  offi¬ 
cials,  to  put  a  face  on  the  leather/S&M  con¬ 
stituency,”  Peri  Jude  Radecic,  legislative 
director  of  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Task  Force  (NGLTF),  told  GCN.  “We  want¬ 
ed  them  to  know  how  our  community  is 
impacted  by  the  decision  they  [the  NEA]  and 
Congress  make.” 

Arch-conservative  lawmakers  have 
worked  to  silence  gay,  lesbian  and 
leather/S&M  expression  through  restrictions 
on  NEA  funding  in  recent  years.  The  contro¬ 
versy  first  erupted  in  1989  over  a  retrospec¬ 
tive  of  the  photographs  of  openly  gay  artist 
Robert  Mapplethorpe  (see  GCN,  Vol.  17, 
No.  39).  Mapplethorpe’s  more  controversial 
works  involve  leather  and  S&M  imagery. 

This  year.  Sen.  Jesse  Helms  (R-N.C.)  con¬ 
vinced  the  Senate  to  approve  an  amendment 
Sept.  19  that  would  forbid  NEA  funding  of 
art  works  “that  depict  or  describe,  in  a 
patently  offensive  way,  sexual  or  excretory 
activities  or  organs.”  Rep.  William 
Dannemeyer  (R-Calif.)  successfully  pushed 
colleagues  in  the  House  to  reverse  a  previous 
vote  and  approve  the  Helms  amendment, 
Oct.  16. 

A  House-Senate  conference  committee, 
however,  voted  Oct.  16  to  cut  the  Helms 
amendment  from  the  final  version  of  the 
1992  Interior  Appropriations  bill. 

According  to  Radecic,  the  battle  over 
NEA  funding  is  likely  to  resurface  through 
the  annual  appropriations  bills  and 
Congressional  re-authorization  of  the  NEA 
every  three  years.  “The  right  wing  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  push  their  repressive  cultural  agenda 
on  the  backs  of  our  communities,”  she  said. 

The  meeting  between  NEA  officials  and 
leather/S&M  activists  included  a  overview 
of  censorship  legislation  and  a  discussion  of 
the  history  of  the  community.  Radecic  said 
she  considered  the  meeting  an  initial  step 
towards  developing  a  dialogue  with  NEA 
officials. 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

Pro-gay  school 
board  under  fire 

MILWAUKEE — A  conservative  "citi¬ 
zens’  group”  is  seeking  the  recall  of  four 
Milwaukee  school  board  members  and  the 
school  superintendent,  after  the  board 
approved  gay-sensitivity  training  for  staff 
members  in  their  educational  district 

According  to  the  Associated  Press,  the 
group  announced  Nov.  21  that  it  would 
attempt  to  recall  board  members  Mary  Bills, 
Jared  Johnson,  Joyce  Mallard  and  Christine 
Sinicki  because  of  their  support  for  the  pro- 
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gay  measure.  Cynthia  Raatz,  coordinator  of 
the  anti-gay  group,  said  it  would  also  pres¬ 
sure  the  board  to  fire  school  Superintendent 
Howard  Fuller  for  his  support  for  the  train¬ 
ing  program. 

Board  member  Sinicki  said  that  she  had 
received  many  telephone  calls  in  favor  of  the 
measure  and  emphasized  that  the  services 
approved  provided  basic  support  for  gay  and 
lesbian  teens.  “That’s  what  we  do  for  all  the 
children,”  she  said. 

Jared  Johnson,  another  board  member, 
emphasized  that  the  board’s  decision  had 
nothing  to  do  with  advocating  a  gay  or  les¬ 
bian  lifestyle.  “I  advocated  for  people  being 
treated  humanely,  and  advocate  for  us  as 
Christians  to  be  bigger  than  our  fears  and 
judgments,”  said  Johnson. 

Dr.  Virginia  Uribe,  founder  of  Project  10, 
a  gay  teen  counseling  program  now  in  place 
in  the  Los  Angeles  public  school  systems, 
told  GCN  that  “There  is  a  slow  trend  toward 
equity  for  gay  and  lesbian  high  school  stu¬ 
dents.”  She  said  that,  while  visibility  for  gay 
and  lesbian  teenagers  have  improved  in  the 
past  years,  school  boards  continue  to  be  slow 
in  moving  toward  establishing  programs. 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

Gay  religious 
group’s  name  OK’d 

LOS  ANGELES — Kinship,  the  gay  and 
lesbian  organization  of  Seventh  Day 
Adventists,  emerged  as  the  victor  in  a  trade¬ 
mark  suit  against  the  church  Oct.  7,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  statement  released  by  Kinship.  The 
General  Conference  Corp.  of  Seventh  Day 
Adventists  had  sought  to  bar  Kinship  from 
using  the  term  Seventh  Day  Adventist  or  its 
acronym,  SDA,  in  its  corporate  name  and 
advertising. 

The  church,  which  holds  trademarks  to  the 
name  Seventh  Day  Adventist,  sought  to  dis¬ 
associate  itself  from  Kinship  and  claimed  the 
group  was  committing  trademark  infringe¬ 
ment,  unfair  competition  and  false  advertis¬ 
ing,  since  Kinship  is  not  officially  affiliated 
with  the  Seventh  Day  Adventist  church. 
Seventh  Day  Adventism  is  a  fundamentalist 
Christian  religion. 

However,  U.S.  District  Court  Judge 
Mariana  R..  Pfaelzer  found  that  “Seventh 
Day  Adventist”  is  a  generic  term  referring  to 
an  adherent  to  a  religion  and  is  therefore  not 
entitled  to  trademark  protections. 

“This  decision  is  important  in  that  it  says 
the  church  can’t  take  away  the  name  which 
signifies  our  belief  system,”  said  Michael 
McLaughlin,  president  of  SDA  Kinship.  “If 
the  church  would  assume  the  responsibility 
of  educating  its  members  and  ministering  to 
the  needs  of  gays  and  lesbians,  Kinship 
would  not  be  needed.” 

— Dawn  Schmitz 

NYC  students  get 
condoms 

NEW  YORK — Two  high  schools  kicked 
off  New  York  City’s  condom  distribution 
program  Nov.  26,  as  students  at  John  Dewey 
High  School  in  Brooklyn  and  at  City-as- 
School  in  Greenwich  Village  lined  up  to 
receive  latex  condoms  from  faculty  mem¬ 
bers.  The  remaining  118  high  schools  in 
New  York  will  begin  condom  distribution  by 
the  end  of  the  school  year,  Schools 
Chancellor  Joseph  A.  Fernandez  told  the 
New  York  Times. 

Cambridge,  Mass.,  also  has  a  high  school 
condom  distribution  program  and 
Philadelphia  plans  to  implement  a  pilot  pro¬ 
gram,  beginning  with  four  to  six  schools. 

— Dawn  Schmitz 

Boston  parents 
favor  condoms  in 
schools 

BOSTON — A  recent  study  found  that 
two-thirds  of  Boston-area  parents  favor  mak¬ 
ing  condoms  available  as  part  of  AIDS  edu¬ 
cation  in  high  schools,  the  AIDS  ACTION 
Committee  (A AC)  revealed  Dec.  1.  The 
study,  conducted  by  a  private  research  firm, 
also  found  that  61  percent  of  parents  felt 
their  children  were  currently  receiving  inade¬ 
quate  AIDS  education. 

“These  findings  make  it  clear  that  Boston 
parents  are  as  concerned  about  AIDS  educa¬ 
tion  as  they  are  about  math  and  reading 
scores,”  Larry  Kessler,  director  of  AAC,  said 
in  a  statement  released  Dec.  1.  “It  is  also  evi¬ 
dent  that  parents  are  far  ahead  of  both  the 
mayor  and  school  superintendent  in  what 
needs  to  be  done  to  address  this  public  health 
crisis.”  Mayor  Raymond  Flynn  and  School 
Superintendent  Lois  Harrison -Jones  have 
publicly  stated  their  opposition  to  making 
condoms  available  as  part  of  AIDS  educa¬ 
tion.  \  • 

— Dawn  Schmitz 


Greek  magazine 
editor  convicted 

ATHENS — Convicted  of  publishing 
“indecent  and  offensive”  material,  the  execu¬ 
tive  editor  of  the  publication  Greek  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Movement  (AKOE)  was  sentenced 
Nov.  8  to  five  months  in  prison  and  a  fine  of 
50,000  drachmas. 

Charges  against  Irene  Petropoulou 
stemmed  from  an  announcement  published 
in  the  personal  ads  section  of  AMPHI, 
Greece’s  oldest  lesbian  and  gay  magazine. 
According  to  Petropoulou,  many  heterosexu¬ 
al  men  had  contacted  the  magazine,  request¬ 
ing  contacts  with  lesbians  and  even  sexually 
propositioning  lesbian  staff  members.  In 
response,  the  magazine  printed  an  announce¬ 
ment  asking  heterosexual  men  to  stop  solicit¬ 
ing  lesbians  “because  they  have  nothing  in 
common  to  share  in  bed.” 

The  Athenian  public  prosecutor  brought  a 
case  against  Petropoulou,  arguing  that  the 
announcement  was  “indecent  and  offensive 
to  Public  Feeling”  under  the  Greek  penal 
code. 

“Shortly  after  the  beginning  of  the  prose¬ 
cution,  the  senior  judge  made  his  views 
about  homosexuality  clear,”  Petropoulou 
said,  according  to  a  press  release  from  the 
International  Lesbian  and  Gay  Association 
(ILGA).  “He  called  every  homosexual  man 
or  woman  abnormal,  made  remarks  like... 
‘Your  ideas  are  that  we  should  leave  our 
wives  and  turn  to  homosexuality.’” 

Petropoulou  stressed  the  political  signifi¬ 
cance  of  her  conviction.  “The  right-wing 
government  of  Greece  cannot  introduce  any 
law  criminalizing  homosexuality  because 
that  would  rouse  public  opinion;  there  might 
be  protests  within  the  European  community. 
Instead,  the  government  wants  to  ban  homo¬ 
sexuality  simply  by  stopping  any  publica¬ 
tions  for  gays  and  lesbians,”  she  charged. 

In  accordance  with  Greek  law, 
Petropoulou  converted  her  prison  term  of 
five  months  to  an  additional  fine  of  2000 
drachmas  for  each  day,  or  300,000  drachmas 
added  to  the  current  fine  of  50,000.  “Paying 
all  these  fines  will  certainly  be  a  financial 
death  sentence  for  the  magazine,”  said 
Petropoulou. 

ILGA  issued  a  statement  denouncing  the 
Athenian  court’s  decision  as  an  attack  on 
freedom  of  expression  and  the  press  and 
called  on  lesbians,  gay  men  and  their  sup¬ 
porters  to  write  letters  of  protest  to  Greek 
embassies  world  wide  and  to  the  Greek 
Ministries  of.  Justice  and  Foreign  Affairs  in 
Athens. 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

Bashing  sailors 
plead  guilty 

SAN  DIEGO — Charged  with  assaulting 
customers  in  a  gay  bar  and  thereby  violating 
their  civil  rights,  two  members  of  the  U.S 
Navy  pleaded  guilty  to  hate  crime  charges, 
Nov.  21. 

The  jury  in  the  case — San  Diego’s  first 
jury-tried  anti-gay  hate  crime — deadlocked 
on  14  of  the  16  counts  against  both  sailors, 
Oct.  29,  according  to  the  Associated  Press. 
Subsequent  plea  bargaining  allowed  the  two 
sailors  to  avoid  a  second  trial. 

Todd  Dabrieo  pleaded  guilty  to  assaulting 
a  customer  at  a  Point  Loma  bar  called  The 
Hole  on  July  1.  He  admitted  the  attack 
occurred  because  he  perceived  that  the  cus¬ 
tomer  was  gay.  Such  hate  motivation 
upgrades  the  crime  to  a  felony  offense. 
Dabrieo’s  cohort,  Michael  Murphy,  pleaded 
guilty  to  two  counts  of  misdemeanor  battery 
and  a  misdemeanor  hate  crime  against  anoth¬ 
er  customer. 

Dabrieo  and  Murphy  allegedly  broke  one 
customer’s  jaw  with  a  bottle,  beat  two  others 
with  pool  cues  and  hit  another  with  a  brick. 

Several  weeks  before  they  entered  guilty 
pleas,  Dabrieo  and  Murphy  were  released  on 
their  own  recognizance  and  returned  to  their 
positions  at  a  nearby  naval  base. 

Sentencing  of  Dabrieo  and  Murphy  was 
set  by  Superior  Court  Judge  Richard  Murphy 
(no  relation  to  the  defendant)  for  Dec.  17. 
Dabrieo  faces  up  to  a  year  in  prison  and 
Murphy  could  be  sentenced  to  as  long  as  six 
months  in  jail. 

Deputy  District  Attorney  Luis  Aragon  said 
he  was  satisfied  with  the  plea  bargaining  and 
the  sentences  faced  by  the  defendants. 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 


GCN'S  FAX 

|617|426.2723 


AIDS  advisor 
appointed  in  Boston 

An  interview  with  Boston's  new  AIDS  Policy  Advisor  reveals  his 
stances  on  condoms  in  schools,  needle-exchange,  infected  health 
care  workers,  and  on  whether  city  government  is  doing  enough 


Dr.  Lawrence  Barat 
By  Dawn  Schmitz 

BOSTON — After  extensive  pressure  from 
AIDS  advocacy  groups,  Boston  Mayor 
Raymond  Flynn  announced  Nov.  25  his 
appointment  of  an  AIDS  Policy  Advisor.  The 
slot  had  been  vacant  for  about  a  year,  when 
Dr.  George  Lamb  left  the  post 

The  appointment  of  Dr.  Lawrence  Barat,  a 
physician  and  director  of  Inpatient  Services 
for  Clinical  AIDS  Programs  at  Boston  City 
Hospital,  is  being  met  with  cautious  opti¬ 
mism  by  many  community  AIDS  advocates. 
His  position  at  a  city-run  hospital,  many  said, 
should  give  him  firsthand  knowledge  of  the 
issues  faced  by  some  of  the  most  disenfran¬ 
chised  people  with  AIDS.  Many  in  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community  also  hailed  the 
appointment  of  a  person  who  is  not  only 
HIV-positive  but  is  also  openly  gay. 

However,  Barat  differs  from  AIDS 
activists  on  the  issues  of  needle  exchange  for 
IV  drug  users  and  condom  distribution  as 
part  of  AIDS  education  in  high  schools,  as 
well  as  on  whether  Flynn  is  doing  enough 
about  AIDS.  While  acknowledging  the 
importance  of  a  survey  released  by  AIDS 
ACTION  Committee  Dec.  7  that  revealed 
that  two-thirds  of  parents  in  the  city  favored 
condom  distribution  in  schools,  Barat  told 
GCN  he  favors  condom  distribution  taking 
place  outside  of  a  school  setting.  Both  Flynn 
and  School  Superintendent  Lois  Harrison- 
Jones  have  announced  they  do  not  favor 
school  condom  distribution. 

Barat  has  been  treating  people  with  HIV 
for  six  years.  He  moved  to  Boston  in  1989 
from  New  York,  where  he  worked  in  the 
AIDS  unit  at  Kings  County  Hospital.  That 
hospital,  he  said,  “has  the  dubious  distinction 
of  having  seen  more  AIDS  patients  than  this 
whole  state  [of  Massachusetts.]”  He  says  his 
work  in  New  York  allowed  him  to  experience 
firsthand  the  worst  part  of  the  AIDS  epidem¬ 
ic. 

Barat’s  experience  in  AIDS  policy-making 
consists  of  working  with  the  New  England 
AIDS  Education  and  Training  Center,  where 
he  helped  conduct  workshops  in  neighbor¬ 
hood  health  centers  to  help  improve  their 
ability  to  care  for  people  with  AIDS  and 
HIV.  On  the  research  front,  he  has  worked 
with  the  AIDS  Clinical  Trials  Unit  of  federal 
research  at  Boston  City  Hospital. 

GCN  met  with  Barat  Dec.  4  at  Boston  City 
Hospital,  where  he  will  continue  to  work  as 
he  begins  his  position  as  Flynn’s  advisor. 

GCN:  Is  there  anything  in  particular  you 
think  you'll  need  to  push  Mayor  Flynn  on? 

Dr.  Lawrence  Barat:  Push — that’s  an  inter¬ 
esting  word.  I  would  hope  not.  Obviously  at 
this  point,  having  been  in  the  job  a  week,  I 
don’t  know  the  mayor’s  position  on  every 
AIDS  issue,  but  I  think  he’s  someone  who 
has  been  very  proactive  on  this  epidemic  by 
and  large.  He  has  been  willing  to  listen  to 
reasoned  and  well-founded  arguments,  so  I 
see  an  ongoing  dialogue  but  I  don’t  see  my 
role  is  to  push  him  on  anything,  but  to  advise 
him. 

In  talking  to  community  groups  such  as 
AIDS  ACTION  Committee  and  ACT  UP, 
what  issues  have  you  found  to  be  priorities? 

Obviously  one  of  the  issues  that  has  gotten 
the  most  media  coverage  is  school  AIDS 
education.  That  started  before  I  came  on 
board  and  was  given  to  [Commissioner  of 
Health  and  Hospitals]  Judith  Kurland  to 
address.  She  has  generated  a  report  which  is 


somewhere  between  her  office  and  Mayor 
Flynn’s  office,  which  I  haven’t  seen  but 
which  I  hope  to  see. 

I  feel  pretty  confident  that  those  recom¬ 
mendations  are  going  to  include  that  we 
institute  a  very  extensive  and  comprehensive 
educational  program  that  starts  possibly  as 
early  as  kindergarten  and  goes  through  12th 
grade  —  one  that  deals  with  prevention 
strategies  and  how  one  gets  infected  and  how 
to  avoid  that. 

My  hesitancies  with  the  whole  issue  [of 
condoms  in  schools]  are  that  I  think  condoms 
should  be  available  through  people  who  are 
well  trained  in  counseling  and  are  not  going 
to  be  judgmental  and  can  also  give  a  sensi¬ 
tive  message  about  not  starting  having  sex 
early  because  of  peer  pressure  —  or  because 
that’s  the  message  that’s  coming  along  with 
this  [condom  distribution.]  And  I  don’t  think 
that  school  personnel  at  this  point  have  that 
training.  There  are  ways  to  get  teenagers 
access  to  condoms  that  don’t  involve  school 
personnel.  And  I  think  that  is  the  way  to  go. 

If  condoms  wouldn’t  be  distributed  by 
school  personnel,  would  you  see  them  being 
distributed  in  a  school  setting  by  people 
from  outside  the  school,  or  would  you 
remove  the  entire  process  from  the  school? 

It’s  difficult  for  me  to  comment  on  that 
because  I  think  I  would  wait  for  Dr. 
Kurland’s  report  before  I  said  anything.  As 
far  as  condoms  being  available  physically  on 
school  property,  that  I  think  is  an  issue  that  is 
going  to  involve  Lois  Harrison-Jones,  the 
school  commissioner,  and  Dr.  Kurland,  and 
hopefully  myself  will  be  involved  in  that  pro¬ 
cess.  As  far  as  condoms  outside  schools,  the 
reality  is  that  adolescents  do  have  access  to 
condoms.  They  can  go  into  any  drug  store 
and  buy  them.  Their  access  is  limited  by  the 
price  of  the  condoms.  One  of  the  things  I 
would  very  much  like  to  work  on — although 
it  may  be  beyond  my  scope — is  to  go  to  the 
condom  makers  and  ask  them  why  it  costs  a 
dollar  for  a  condom. 

Some  of  the  things  that  have  been  bandied 
about  are  having  condoms  available  through 
peer  counselors  or  community  centers. 

One  other  issue  about  condoms  in  schools 
is  if  you  are  going  to  confine  them  to 
schools,  you’re  missing  a  large  population 
that  is  at  risk  —  and  those  are  the  dropouts. 

What  other  issues  would  you  like  to 
address? 

Another  issue  that  has  come  up  is  needle 
exchange.  There  are  bills  in  the  legislature 
right  now  to  change  the  prescription  law 
regarding  needle  exchange.  Again,  I  think  the 
feeling  of  the  mayor  and  myself  is  that  nee¬ 
dle  exchange  is  important  but  it  really  needs 
to  be  linked  to  drug  treatment. 

Needle  exchange  is  nice  but  without  treat¬ 
ment  I  see  it  only  as  a  temporizing  measure. 
It  keeps  people  alive  until  they  can  get  into 
drug  treatment  or  while  you  can  have  an 
ongoing  dialogue  with  them  about  getting 
into  drug  treatment.  When  those  treatment 
issues  come  up,  they  need  to  be  addressed 
immediately  because  otherwise  people 
relapse.  When  people  are  ready  for  treatment 
they’re  ready  at  that  moment,  they  may  not 
be  ready  two  days  later,  and  certainly  may 
not  be  ready  a  month  later. 

If  you  say  that  needle  exchange  programs 
should  go  along  with  drug  treatment,  I 
think  most  people  would  agree.  But  some 
Continued  on  page  6 
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GCN  JOBS 

Business  Manager 

Available  immediately.  Responsible  for  financial 
management  using  computerized  accounting  sys¬ 
tem.  for  accounts  payable  and  receivable,  staff 
payroll  and  generating  regular  financial  reports. 
Perform  general  office  management  tasks. 
Develop  and  maintain  bookstore  sales  and  book¬ 
store  accounts.  Negotiate  and  maintain  longterm 
exchange  advertisement  contracts.  Act  as  one  of 
two  staff  liaisons  to  the  Board  of  Directors.  This 
position  will  work  closely  with  the  development 
coordinator  on  long-range  financial  planning  and 
developing  annual  budgets. 

Qualifications:  Strong  administrative  and  finan¬ 
cial  skills  and  experience.  Experience  with  non¬ 
profit  management  or  bookkeeping  preferred. 

Strong  interpersonal  and  group  meeting  skills. 

National  Reporter/ 

Circulation  Co-coordinator 

Available  in  December.  Research,  investigate 
and  write  news  stories  with  a  national  scope.  May 
include  some  analytical  feature  writing  as  well. 
Share  responsibilities  with  other  staff  writer  for 
coordinating  weekly  mailing  of  paper  and  process¬ 
ing  subscriptions. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing  skills  and  ability  to 
write  several  stories  under  weekly  deadline  pres¬ 
sure.  Knowledge  of  national  local  lesbian  and  gay 
community  and.  issues  helpful.  Strong  organiza¬ 
tional  and  record-keeping  skills  as  well  as  knowl¬ 
edge  of  data  entry  and  or  computers  also  helpful. 

Deadline  for  application:  Dec.  8. 1991 

GCN  Positions  All  GCN  positions  require  com¬ 
mitments  to  lesbian  gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti¬ 
racism.  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  collec¬ 
tive  decision-making. 

Salary  Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $230  week  and 
include  health  life  insurance  through  Harvard 
Community  Health  Plan,  dental  allowance,  sick 

leave,  and  tour  weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  otters 
staff  members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs, 
with  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innovation. 

Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter  to:  GCN 
Job  Search  Committee.  62  Berkeley  St..  Boston. 
MA  02116. 


Congratulations  on 
good  work 

Dear  GCN: 

I  was  excited  to  see  all  those  people  turning 
out  to  support  my  favorite  queer  newspaper 
Friday  [GCN’s  auction,  November  22].  I’ve 
heard  rumors  that  you  all  have  raised  a  lot  of 
money....  congratulations. 

I  wanted  to  note  that  I  especially  enjoyed 
the  performance  by  flutist  Fenwick  Smith.  It 
was  really  extraordinary.  I’m  sure  he  devel¬ 
oped  a  new  fan  club  that  night. 

While  I’m  at  it,  I  thought  the  queer  stu¬ 
dent/teacher  issue  was  commenable.  Trust 
GCN  to  be  on  top  of  sensitive  and  crucial 
issues  that  other  people  aren’t  getting  around 
to  yet.  I  also  appreciate  the  women  and  AIDS 
info  you  folks  have  been  supplying.  And  as 
always,  the  Prisoner  poetry  issue  was  wonder¬ 
ful.  Keep  up  all  the  good  work. 

Diane  Fagan 
Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 

Indigo  wins  award 
for  third  year 

Dear  GCN: 

On  Saturday  evening,  November  9,  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee  held  its  third  Annual 
“Dancing  In  Time"  Dance-a-Thon  to  raise 
urgently  needed  funds  for  AIDS  Action. 

Once  again  this  year,  Indigo,  the  Club  for 
Women  in  Cambridge,  won  the  corporate 
award  for  raising  the  most  funds  in  this  cate¬ 
gory.  Indigo  has  won  this  award  each  year 
since  the  inception  of  “Dancing  In  Time” 
three  years  ago. 

Indigo  takes  great  pride  in  accepting  this 
award  due  to  the  importance  of  the  work  of 
the  AIDS  Action  Committee,  which  sponsors 
this  evening  and  is  the  guiding  hand  behind 
this  effort. 

We  wish  to  give  a  special  thanks  to  Sharon 
Wentworth  of  Indigo  who  headed  this 
fundraising  effort  at  our  club.  A  heartfelt 
thanks  as  well  to  our  customers  and  staff  who 
chose  to  pledge  their  contributions  through 
the  club. 
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It  has  been  privilege  for  all  of  us;  our  sin¬ 
cere  thanks  goes  to  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee  for  the  work  they  do  for  this 
event  and  for  all  they  do  week  in  and  week 
out  throughout  the  year. 

Andrea  Boyer 
Indigo  Manager 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

We  no  longer  have 
to  hide 

Dear  GCN  : 

Thanks  for  the  paper.  I  really  enjoy  it  I’m 
sharing  with  a  few  guys/girls  from  surround¬ 
ing  areas  who  really  need  moral  support. 
They’ve  been  suppressed  so  long  it’s  not 
funny.  GCN  will  show  them  that  we  no 
longer  have  to  be  hidden  away  nor  afraid  of 
what  so-called  straight  Americans  think.  We 
can  have  pride,  gay  pride. 

It  really  shows  that  there  are  more  sides  to 
homosexuals  than  drag  shows  and  bars. 
Well,  keep  up  the  fight  as  well  as  the  news¬ 
paper.  Thanks. 

Robert  Woods 
A92907 
PO  Box  500 
Hillsboro,  IL  62049 

Gay/lesbian  organiz¬ 
ing  at  Stockholm 
University 

Dear  GCN: 

My  name  is  Sergio  Flores,  and  I  am  stu¬ 
dent  politician  at  Stockholm  University’s 
Student  Union.  I  am  the  vice  chairman  for 
Social  Affairs.  That  is,  I  work  with  questions 
of  social  concern  in  student  life.  Among 
those  questions  I  deal  with  are  those  con¬ 
cerning  the  homosexual  and  bisexual  student 
population  at  the  university. 

This  group  has  been  in  existence  since  last 
year.  It  started  mainly  as  a  social  group  for 
like-minded  students  who  felt  that  student 
life  should  be  more  diversified.  Nowadays 
this  group  has  grown  into  a  more  academic- 
oriented  group.  The  group  organizes  a  semi¬ 
nar  every  other  Monday  where  a  lecturer  is 
invited  to  address  the  students  on  a  gay-relat¬ 
ed  question  and  then  they  have  a  question- 
and-answer  session.  The  subjects  are  very 
diversified:  political  science,  social  anthro¬ 
pology,  film,  mass  media,  censorship,  litera¬ 
ture,  sociology,  the  gay  situation  in  the 
Soviet  Union,  Estonia,  and  other  countries 
of  the  so-called  Eastern  Block,  etc.  The 
group  organizes  a  gay  visibility  week  twice  a 
semester,  and  has  a  gay  pup  once  a  month, 
which  is  the  most  popular  event. 

The  reason  of  this  letter  is  to  bring  to  you 
knowledge  of  our  group,  and  due  to  the  pos¬ 
sibilities  you  have  through  your  magazine, 
making  this  information  public  to  the 
American  and  Canadian  student  population 
among  your  readers.  This  in  turn  will  help 
those  potential  exchange  students  to  Sweden 
make  contact  as  soon  as  they  arrive  here.  As 
you  probably  know,  visiting  a  foreign  coun¬ 
try  as  a  student  is  not  an  easy  task,  espeically 
if  that  student  belongs  to  any  form  of  minori¬ 
ty- 

We,  at  the  student  union  of  Stockholm 
University,  believe  that  every  one  of  our  stu¬ 
dent  members  are  worth  the  same  attention, 
care,  and  respect. 

My  warmest  greetings  to  you  and  your 
staff, 

Sergio  Flores 
Box  50006 
104  05  Stockholm 
Besokadress:  Frescativagen  14-16 
Stockholm,  Sweden 

It  was  always  some¬ 
thing  big 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  not  good  at  writing  but  I  wanted  to 
send  this  letter  in,  and  I  hope  you  have  room 
to  put  it  in  GCN.  This  AIDS  and  HIV  thing 
is  really  getting  to  me,  now  I  thank  God  that 
I  don’t  have  AIDS  or  HIV,  but  I  really  feel 
sorry  for  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  do 
have  it,  and  it's  killing  a  lot  of  beautiful  peo¬ 
ple  in  this  world. 

Now  I  see  that  the  basketball  player  Magic 
Johnson  has  HTV,  and  yes  I  am  really  sorry 
to  hear  that,  but  why  now  do  they  want  to 
make  a  big  thing  about  HIV  and  AIDS  when 
it  was  always  something  big,  but  when 
someone  with  a  big  name  gets  it  then  it’s  this 
and  that,  but  everyone  forget  about  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  is  not  big  and  I  don’t  feel  that  is 
right  at  all. 

We  are  all  Gods  kids,  it  don’t  matter  if  we 
have  a  big  name  or  not.  AIDS  is  killing  up 
the  world.  We  should  all  pull  together  to 
help  the  people  who  have  it,  because  no  one 
knows  what  if  feels  like  to  be  knowing  that 
you  are  dying. 

It  is  so  hard  on  a  gay  inmate,  they  don’t 
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only  get  hell  from  the  other  inamtes  but  also 
they  get  it  from  the  officers.  So  I  am  writing 
this  letter  to  let  everyone  out  there  or  in 
prison  who  have  AIDS  or  HTV  that  I  always 
say  a  prayer  every  night  for  them,  and  I 
know  I  can’t  do  much  in  here  to  help  them 
but  my  heart  will  always  be  with  them,  and 
God  help  us  all  to  overcome  this  thing. 

To  all  the  gay  brothers  and  sister  stay 
strong,  and  me  and  God  will  always  love  you 
all. 

Charles  Brown  88-A-4864 
PO  Box  149 
Attica,  NY  14011 

St.  Paul  victory  and 
other  news 

Dear  GCN: 

Here  are  copies  of  the  twin  front  pages  of 
the  Minneapolis  Tribune  and  the  St.  Paul 
Pioneer  Press  on  the  stunning  victory  for  the 
St.  Paul  Gay  Rights  referendum  for  your 
files.  We  worked  very  hard  to  accomplish 
this.  Victory  helps  the  chances  of  the 
Minnesota  State  Gay  Rights  bill  in  coming 
legislative  sessions. 

As  you  should  know  by  now  the  July  plan¬ 
ning  conference  for  the  1993  March  on 
Washington  held  in  Chicago  chose  April  25 
as  the  date  of  the  next  national  action  (the 
anniversary  of  the  first  St.  Paul  Gay  Rights 
Referendum). 

This  August  23  council  member  Brian 
Coyle’s  death  from  AIDS  ended  eight  years 
of  gay  representaion  on  the  Minneapolis  City 
Council.  US.  Senator  Paul  Wellstone  and 
Mayor  Don  Frazer  both  attended  the  funeral 
service  held  at  Wesley  Methodist  Church  in 
downtown  Minneapolis.  Gay  activists  Tim 
Cole  and  Tim  Campbell  vied  for  the  endorse¬ 
ment  of  the  Democratic  Party  in  the  special 
6th  ward  endorsing  convention  but  neither 
had  the  necessary  support  to  win  the  party’s 
endorsement.  I  had  moved  out  of  the  ward 
prior  to  Coyle’s  announcement  to  the  media 
of  his  HIV  infection. 

The  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community  Action 
Council  of  Minnesota  did  a  great  job  hosting 
this  year’s  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task 
Force  Creating  Change  conference  held  at  a 
Minneapolis  Holiday  Inn  near  the  University 
of  Minnesota  campus  in  Minneapolis. 

My  files  must  be  revised  for  the  1992 
Presidential  race  and  the  1993  National 
LI  arch  for  Gay  Rights  so  I  decided  to  share 
with  you  our  thrilling  victory. 

In  gay  pride, 
Michael  C.  Williston, 
Minneapolis!,  Minn. 
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MONTH 
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Supplement  (February  is  right  around 
the  corner!),  or  if  you’d  like  to  help  with 
this  spectacular  issue  in  any  way  at  all, 
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AIDS  advisor 

Continued  from  page  3 

people  would  think  that  if  you  make  legisla¬ 
tion  that  necessarily  ties  needle  exchange  to 
treatment  programs,  there  won’t  be  funding 
allocated  for  the  treatment  programs  and 
then  the  whole  thing  will  fall  through. 

That’s  a  reality  and  something  I  think  the 
mayor  and  I  need  to  sit  down  and  talk  about. 
He  feels  very  strongly  that  he  wants  needle 
exchange  linked  to  treatment  and  I  think  it’s 
something  we  really  have  to  advocate  for. 
But  I  think  that  we  would  be  somewhat  self- 
defeating  if  we  absolutely  ruled  out  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  needle  exchange  without  drug 
treatment 

I  would  probably  accept  a  program  that 
included  simply  changes  in  the  prescription 
law  if  there  were  some  agreement  that  we 
would  at  least  address  the  issue  of  expansion 
of  drug  treatment  slots  in  another  piece  of 
legislation. 

Another  issue  I’d  like  to  look  into  is  that 
right  now  the  city  has  no  policy  on  HIV- 
infected  health  care  workers,  and  I  think  we 
need  to  join  in  with  New  York  State.  I’m 
hoping  to  work  with  people  at  the  state 
Department  of  Public  Health  to  develop  a 
policy  that  really  is  based  on  good  public 
health  principles  and  not  on  personal  hyste¬ 
ria. 

Maybe  you  could  detail  a  little  bit  more 
what  a  city  policy  on  health  care  workers 
with  HIV  would  look  like. 

The  reality  is  that  worldwide  there  has 
been  one  physician,  a  dentist,  who  is 
believed  to  have  infected  five  people  [includ¬ 
ing  Kimberly  Bergalis,  the  outspoken  propo¬ 
nent  of  mandatory  HIV  testing  for  health 
care  workers].  One  has  to  raise  questions 
about  that.  Every  other  follow-up 
study — and  there’s  an  article  about  this  pub¬ 
lished  recently  in  the  New  England  Journal 
of  Medicine — has  not  been  able  to  document 
one  single  infection  by  a  surgeon  or  health 
care  worker  to  any  patient 

In  my  mind  the  recommendation — and 
[the  Occupational  Safety  and  Health 
Administration]  actually  came  out  with  this 
yesterday — is  that  you  mandate  universal 
precautions.  I  think  that  is  basically  the  only 
thing  we  have  to  do.  I  think  that  any  restric¬ 
tions  [on  health  care  workers  performing  cer¬ 
tain  procedures]  at  this  point  without  any 
even  small  evidence  that  this  happens  even 
rarely  is  just  absurd.  Physicians  are  actually 
more  at  risk  of  contracting  HIV  from  their 
patients  than  the  other  way  around.  The  con¬ 
sequences  of  making  any  restrictions  is  that 
physicians  won’t  get  tested  or  if  they  are 
they’ll  hide  it  and  they  won’t  seek  care. 

HTV-infected  physicians  are  patients  them¬ 
selves.  And  this  is  an  issue  of  protecting  the 
rights  of  patients.  Certainly  hepatitis  is  more 
easily  spread  than  HIV  and  there  have  been 
cases  of  spread  from  physicians  to  patients 
and  patients  to  physicians  and  we  don’t 
restrict  their  right  to  practice  so  why  do  we 
restrict  HIV? 

What  other  issues  are  important? 

Another  issue  I’d  like  to  look  at  is  out¬ 
reach  into  communities  of  color.  It’s  one  area 
which  we  could  always  do  better  on  and  one 
area  in  which  we  could  certainly  improve.  I 
think  Magic  Johnson’s  revelations  made  us 
quite  aware  that  there  is  a  whole  population 
of  people  that  just  hadn’t  gotten  the  message. 
I  think  he  has  gotten  their  attention  and  it’s 
our  job  to  keep  their  attention.  The  list  goes 
on  and  on  from  there,  but  those  are  some  of 
the  more  pressing  issues  that  I  see. 

Would  you  make  a  priority  of  police  and 
fire  department  AIDS  sensitivity  training? 

I  think  that  all  city  personnel  could  benefit 
from  AIDS  education,  both  understanding 
how  HIV  is  transmitted  and  some  degree  of 
sensitivity  training.  I  think  probably  there  is 
a  spectrum  of  understanding.  I  think  there 
are  probably  some  policemen  and  firemen 
who  are  very  cognizant  and  others  who  real¬ 
ly  lack  some  significant  understanding  about 
the  disease. 

There  are  programs  now  in  place.  One 
piece  that  I’d  like  to  see  added  into  that 
whole  training  program  is  a  piece  on 
how — since  most  of  our  city  employees  are 
parents — how  do  we  train  parents  to  talk  to 
their  children.  If  they  can  do  that  successful¬ 
ly  then  we  are  much  more  likely  to  prevent 
infection  than  through  a  lecture  in  school  or 
handing  out  condoms.  I’m  going  to  be  moni¬ 
toring  the  city  employee  AIDS  education 
program  to  make  sure  it  moves  forward. 

What  about  the  area  of  AIDS  housing? 
Do  you  think  the  city  is  making  good  on  its 
promise  to  provide  500  units  of  housing  for 
people  with  AIDS? 

I  think  we’re  trying  very  hard,  the  problem 
is  with  HUD  [the  federal  Housing  and  Urban 
Development].  HUD  is  hesitant  to  allow 
housing  to  be  built  solely  for  HIV  infected 
people.  If  we  build  this  housing,  we  have  to 
include  people  with  other  disabilities.  That  is 
being  argued  back  and  forth,  but  I  think  from 
our  side  we’re  very  committed  to  this.  Mayor 
Flynn  is  very  committed  to  this,  but  it’s  up  to 
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how  well  we  can  convince  HUD  that  this  is 
an  absolute  priority.  I  will  be  participating  in 
some  of  the  housing  subcommittees  as  well 
and  task  forces. 

I  was  under  the  impression  that  those 
units  that  HUD  was  going  to  fund  were 
separate  from  the  500  the  city  was  planning 
to  build. 

I  would  have  to  plead  ignorance  to  that. 

How  would  you  make  yourself  accessible 
to  AIDS  activists,  people  with  AIDS  and 
HIV,  and  other  practitioners? 

[In  addition  to  meeting  with  members  of 
community-based  organizations  on  an  ongo¬ 
ing  basis],  certainly  my  work  here  at  Boston 
City  Hospital  makes  me  uniquely  capable  of 
accessing  the  least-advocated-for  groups  of 
people — the  homeless,  drug  users,  members 
of  communities  of  color,  women.  We  see  a 
very  large  female  population  here.  One  of 
the  reasons  I  intend  to  keep  my  role  here  is 
because  I  do  want  to  hear  what  these  people 
have  to  say.  And  I’m  certainly  available  to 
any  people  who  are  interested  in  talking  to 
me.  I  think  that’s  ultimately  important  in 
order  for  me  to  be  effective  in  this  job. 

What  do  you  think  is  the  significance  of 
your  being  openly  HIV  positive  and  openly 
gay? 

I  see  in  a  sense  my  being  gay  and  HIV¬ 
positive  will  make  the  greater  population 
realize  that  gay  people  are  everywhere,  that 
we  do  all  the  things  they  do,  that  we  work  in 
all  the  jobs  they  do  and  we’re  no  different 
from  them  except  in  our  sexual  preference. 

As  someone  who  is  HTV  positive,  I  think 
the  same  message  applies.  When  it  came  out 
that  I  was  HIV  positive,  some  people  around 
the  hospital  were  really  surprised  that  it  was 
this  close  to  them.  And  these  are  people  who 
work  with  HIV  positive  people  all  the  time. 

One  of  the  barriers  to  prevention  strategies 
is  that  people  know  what  the  message  is  but 
it’s  not  close  enough  to  them.  The  people 
near  me  suddenly  personalized  it  when  it 
was  me.  I’m  hoping  that  even  though  it’s  still 
difficult  to  be  openly  HIV  positive  in  the 
present  environment,  I’m  hoping  we  can  cre¬ 
ate  an  environment  in  a  short  time  where 
people  won’t  be  afraid  to  admit  their 
seropositivity.  And  I  hope  we  can  make  peo¬ 
ple  realize  that  it’s  as  close  as  that — that  it’s 
their  son  or  their  daughter  or  their  friend  or 
the  guy  down  the  street.  □ 


Continued  from  page  1 

The  CDC  has  no  direct  regulatory  powers; 
its  guidelines  are  generally  promoted  by  pro¬ 
fessional  health  organizations  and  state 
licensing  boards.  The  federal  agency’s  rec¬ 
ommendations  on  HIV  transmission  and 
health  care  workers,  however,  gained  promi¬ 
nence  as  conservative  members  of  Congress 
attempted  to  restrict  the  practices  of  HIV- 
infected  health  care  workers,  in  response  to 
public  hysteria  surrounding  allegations  that  a 
Florida  dentist  had  infected  Kimberly 
Bergalis  and  four  other  patients.  Some  legis¬ 
lators  pointed  to  the  CDC  recommendations 
as  evidence  that  HIV-positive  health  care 
workers  were  a  significant  risk  to  public 
health;  one  Congressional  measure  mandated 
that  states  adopt  CDC  guidelines  or  face  los¬ 
ing  federal  funding. 

Concern  about  local  panels 

The  New  York  Times  article  reporting  the 
change  in  CDC  recommendations,  apparent¬ 
ly  based  on  a  leaked  copy,  indicated  that  the 
revised  recommendations  continue  to  oppose 
mandatory  HIV  testing  and  advocate  volun¬ 
tary  testing  of  health  care  workers.  While 
the  idea  of  banning  health  care  workers  from 
certain  procedures  has  reportedly  been 
scrapped,  the  article  says  that  the  CDC 
guidelines  continue  to  press  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  panels  to  advise  and  monitor  HIV- 
infected  health  care  workers.  These  panels 
would  comprise  the  infected  health  care 
worker’s  doctor,  another  professional  with 
expertise  in  that  worker’s  field,  an  infectious 
disease  expert  with  knowledge  of  the  epi¬ 
demiology  of  HTV  transmission,  and  state  or 
local  public  health  officials.  Panels  would 
make  sure  that  the  HIV-infected  worker  con¬ 
tinued  to  adhere  to  universal  precautions 
against  transmitting  HIV  in  the  health  care 
setting  (e.g.,  wearing  latex  gloves  or  employ¬ 
ing  thorough  sterilization  techniques).  Also, 
they  would  monitor  the  health  care  worker’s 
own  health,  to  assure  that  his  or  her  own 
fatigue  or  other  symptoms  did  not  impair  job 
ability. 

The  ACLU’s  Cooper  voiced  concern 
about  the  idea  of  such  state-established  pan¬ 
els  making  decisions  about  restricting  health 
care  workers.  “A  number  of  states  have 
recently  passed  legislation  restricting  the 
behavior  of  people  with  HIV,  and  they  tend 
to  be  based  on  public  fear,  rather  than  facts,” 
she  said.  “We  are  nervous  about  the  CDC 
leaving  the  states  to  develop  their  own  poli¬ 
cies  without  giving  them  some  kind  of  direc¬ 
tion  based  on  scientific  facts.” 

—filed  from  Boston 
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Annual  Holiday  Party 
for  children  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men 

Sunday,  Dec.  15,  2  -  4  p.m. 
INDIGO,  823  Main  Street, 
Cambridge 

$3  donation  at  door  per  family 
(less  if .  .  .) 

Bring  a  holiday  snack  and  toy 
donation.  For  more 
information,  call 
Brian  338-5356  or 
Cindy  267-0900  x209. 


Our  thanks  to  INDIGO  for 
making  their  space  available. 
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DAVID  L.  COLLINS  C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 

Congress  St.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  021 05 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 


1-800-339-2006 


ATI  TRAVEL, INC. 


Alternative  Travel  Itineraries 

245  NEWBURY  STREET 
BOSTON  MA  02116 
(617)  536-2525 

5  %  direct  donation  to  AAC 
Spanish,  French,  Portuguese 
Mandarin  Spoken 


WE  HAVE  ALL  THE 
SOFTWARE  WE  NEED, 
BUT  WE  COULD  USE 
SOME  MAC  AND  IBM 
COMPUTER  HARDWARE. 

Have  you  upgraded  your 
system?  Can't  find  a  use  for  your 
Mac  Plus?  Other  computer 
equipment?  Maybe  you  just  feel 
generous?  Why  not  make  a  tax- 
deductible  contribution  to 
Gay  Community  News 

Call  426*4469. 


Group  discounts  available. 

For  more  information,  or  to  charge  tickets, 
call  the  Chorus  at  (617)  247-BGMC 


Sign  Language  Interpreted 


This  program  is  supported  la  part  by  the  Massachusetts  Cultural  Council,  a  state 
agency,  and  with  funds  from  the  council  administered  by  the  Boston  Arts  Lottery  Council. 


BOSTON 


SPECIAL  GUEST 
FENWICK  SMITH,  FLUTE 


JORDAN  HALL 

AT  NEW  ENGLAND  CONSERVATORY 


SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 
TUESDAY,  DECEMBER 
8:00  PM 

Tickets 
$20,  $15,  $9,  $6 
Jordan  Hall  Box  Office 
(now  accepting  charge  orders 
by  phone):  (617)  536-2412 

At:  All  Ticketmaster 
locations,  Glad  Day, 

Fritz,  Bostix,  &  Crone's  Harvest. 


COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASS  GUESTHOUSE 
22  Edgerty  Ho«J 
Bodon,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ALCOHOUDRUO 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
7  Havlland  SL 
Bodon.  MA  02115 
(617)  267-0800  *413 

ANSWER!  NO 
SERVICE 

AAffVOX  By  Vbioa  Td 
PHONE  ANSWERMG 
A  I6ESSAGMG 

Diacreat,  Password  protacted 
National  network. 

(617)  446-7700 

ARCHITECTS 

MULUKEM  ARCWTECTS  HC. 
161  Mass.  Ava.,  Suite  312 
Bodon.  MA  02115 
(617)268-1123 
Jeffrey  MuUkan,  AIA 

AUTO  BOOT 

DM  you  know  you  are  not 
required  to  have  your  oar 
repaired  it  mi  inurmcs 
recommended  tapafrahop? 
JACK'S  AUTOBOOY 
guarantees  all  work  lor  2 
years.  Come  see  us  lor  all  of 
your  auto  needs  (617)  320- 
9835. 9-6  M-F 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 

Cambridge.  MA 

(617)868-3392 

T.  W.  F.  Sal:  10-6,  Th:  12-8 

•Repairs  ‘Parts  -Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boyldon  St 
Bodon.  M  A  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMENS 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  SL 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  *76-5310 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St 
Brook  fine.  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

CLEANING 

SERVICES 

ARTHURS  CLEAMNG 
SERVICE 

Commercial  *  Residential 
Boston,  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
1-617-669-0629  Message 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-617-230-8067  Display 
Excellent  References  - 
Idowlndowsl 

CLEAN  SWEEP 
Residential  cleaning 
CambridgelSomervflle 
References  available 
(617)623-0286 

THE  CLEANING  CREW 

General  cleaning 
Odd  )obs.  References 
Bonded.  Insured 
(508)  657-4884 

COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

RONS  HYPERTYPER 
Creative  desktop  pubtahlnjy 
word  processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscripts  and 
flyers  shine.  (617)628-9096 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Malison.  UCSW 
Jayna  Klatzker,  UCSW 
(508)  475-6950 

BACK  BAY  COUNSEUNG 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

1368  Beacon  St..  Suite  109 
Bodon.  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 


BBXVKJLE  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
Copley  Square  end 
Sloneham,  MA 
(617)4366156 

EATING  DISORDERS 
VALERY  ROCKWELL, 

ILEd.  Anorexia.  Bulimia. 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  ter 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women.  IndMdual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(6f7)  492-7843 

FENWAY  COMMUMTY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
indviduai,  couples,  and  group 
counseling  for  the  lesbian  and 
gqr  cortmunty.  7  Havlland  St. 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-0900x302 

FOUNDATIONS 
Newton  Centre,  Tim  Rodden, 
MOtv  -  547  5336,  Mark 
Croat*  MOfv  -  944-3341. 
Gay  dfirmdlva  Pastoral 
counseling/  Psychotherapy 

GREATER  PROVIDENCE  AREA 
Ros  Johnson,  LICSW 
(401)  727-4749 
Psychotherapy  &  Consuls! lor 

JACQUELINE 
HANMGAN,  UCSW 
HIV* 7  Depressed?  Let's  tak. 
Supportive  Gay  and  Lesbian 
therapy.  (506)  922-6613 
Sliding  scale/  Insurance 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
ILA.  6  Bigelow  SL 
Carrbrldge,  M  A  02139 
(617)491-0968 
Counselng  lor  lesbians  t  gay 
man,  individuals  &  ooupite 

JOURNEYWOMEN 

A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  SL,  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)7769232 

DR.  LAURIE  LIVINGSTON 
Uoensed  psychologist 
Anxiety,  Phobia.  Strasa 
1131  Beacon  St.  Suke  1 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)  734-5779 

ROHRBAUGH  ASSOCIATES 
929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge,  M A  02139 
(617)8766110 
Insurance  Accepted,  Fees 
Negotiable 

MRULM  ROSENBERG, 
M.D„PhD 

Chkd  and  Adult  Psychlady 
20  yrs.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  children 
(506)3567512 
Close  to  Boston 

TAPESTRY,  INC 

20  Sacremento  SL 
CAmbridge,  MA 
(617)661-0248 

DEBRA  B.  TRUSKINOFF, 
UCSW 

IndN,  couples,  groups  -  For 
recovery  from  abuse,  shame, 
incest,  addictions,  losses 
Belmont/Brighton  484-1563 

WOMENS  COUNSEUNG 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 
Psychotherapy  services 
lor  Metro-West  Lesbians 
(506)443-2329 

DENTISTRY 

DR  RK3HARD  BANKHEAD 
DR  PAUL  GROIPEN 
DR  MRK  BANKHEAD 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 
(617)364-5500 

DR  JOHN  BARNA 

581  Boylston  St.  4th  floor 
Bodon.  MA02199 
(617)353-1500 

ELECTRICIANS 

ELECTHKAL  WIRING  A 
REPAIR  BY  PAULA  Within 
100-mle  radius  of  Boston. 
24-hr.  service 1 600-383-2978 
MA  Ic*  A7299  •  NH  lief  3697 
ME  10*3269  D/H/A  P.Walach 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  ML  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square.  MA 
(617)  9264289 


GRAPHIC  DESIOW 
DESKTOP  PUBLISH  MM 

GAY  COMMUMTY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBLISHING  SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  SL 
Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)363-1925 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shewmut  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  3365356 
Wed-Sal.  106 

LINEAR  HAH  DESIGN 

56  Dartmouth  SL,  Bodon 
Wa  carry  the  complde  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair,  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  Nne 
Tues.  and  Sat  65  Wed.-FrL 
69  WUk-ln  or  appt  247-0202 

HEALTH 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
Primary  health  care, 
counseling.  HIV  care.  HIV 
tasting,  women's  health  care 
7  Havlland  St. 

Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)  267-0900 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Rat  err  at 
Service  Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Couneeflng 

(617)  2668122,  M-Th.  12-7 

FEMIMST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 
STD  dnic  for  man  and 
women  Mon.  evee.:  free 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  & 
testing.  (803)4367588 
232  Court  SL 
Portsmouth,  NH  03801 

DR  DAVID  A  RUSSELL 
A  gay  physician  specializing 
In  heath  cate  lor  the  gay  a 
lesbian  community 
142  Osikdey  9L  d  CokitTtout 
Ave.  (617)  2*7-7665 

HOLISTIC  HEALTH 
SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUMTY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Acupuncture,  Chiropractic, 
Maseage.  Polarity 

7  Havtiand  St.  Boston,  MA 
(817)  267-0900  X269 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weakly.  monthly 
and  spedal  occasions 
(617)  7762271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L  COLLINS,  CLU 
Congress  SL.  PO  Box  1762 
Boston.  MA  02105 
1606352-3185 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  SL 
Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

JOB  COUNSELING 

Hep  from  hands-on  public/ 
private  sector  executive- 
business  owner-author-film/ 
oomnris  actor.  Free  brochure 
a  Introductory  session. 
Cambridge/ Boston 
(617)863-8448 

LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 
MKKB-BON 

8  Faneul  Hdl 
Marketplace  5th  FI  Loft 
Boston.  MA  (617)367-0414 

LEWINGEH,  MASON  A 
DUFFY,  PC. 

Hingham.  Ma  (617)  7461001 
(508)2246060 
Serving  Boston,  South  Shore 
to  Provlncetown 

LIMOUSINE 

SERVICE 

OUAUTY  LIMOUSINE 
Boston's  only  all-gay 
Imousirw  service.  Serving  the 
gay  a  lesbian  community  In 
greater  Boston.  (617)  361-1546 


MEDIATION 

CENTRE  FOR  MEDIATION 
Mediation  services  for 
unmarried  couples,  custody, 
property,  dlsduflons. 

(617)  9661700 


RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  SL 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)5246822 

PROFESSIONAL 

ORGANIZATIONS 

THE  GREATER  BOSTON 
BUSINESS  COUNCIL 
Lesbians  and  gay  men  In 
business  and  the  professions 
‘Boston's  Gay  Chanter  cf 
Commerce'  24-hour  hotlne 
(617)4467872 


SEED  MONEY  IN  ACTION 
TAPE .  Making  the  law  of 
tenfold  return  work  for  you. 
$12.96.  Miler,  Box  6211, 
Chula  Vista.  CA  919000015. 
No  checks  please,  cash  or 
M.O.  for  quick  reply. 


INNOVATIVE  MOVE8 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage: 

Midge  Batata.  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

ERA  PLEASANT  REALTY 
713  Centre  St. 

Boston  .  M  A  021 30 

(617)  522-4600 

Trisha  Solio,  Janet  Deegan 

SALEM:  Renovated,  epadoue 

Victorian  1/2  house  a  attic. 

3+  Brs,  slate  roof,  fp,  near 
college.  130's,  cal.  Info 
(508)  7466867 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AMT8CVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jaws 
PO  Box  11.  Cambridge.  MA 
02238  Events  phone: 

(617)  9262536 


CRONESf  HARVEST 
761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  983-9630 
TTY-TTD  9629 
M-S  167,  Su.  12-8 

TAXES/  AUDITING/ 
BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL  PLANNING 

LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
888  Washington  SL 
Dedham,  MA  02026 
(617)  461-0098 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cart  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130(817)524-7565 


PT0WW8  BRADFORD 
GARDENS  INN 
Private  bathe.  Fireplaces,  Fun 
bredriad.  Cottages.  1  block 
to  beach.  5  min  walk  to  shops 
(508)  487-1616 

WOMEN'S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  for  Women 
823  Main  Si. 

Carribridga.  MA  02139 
(617)497-7200  Th.4,PM-2 
AM.  F4PM-2  AM.  SaL  9  PM- 
2  AM,  Sun.  9  PM- 1  AM 


PRINTING 


REAL  ESTATE 


TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  SL 
Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)  482-2900 


PROSPERITY 


RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  SL 
In  Downtown  Boston 
(S 17)  3367097 

RETAIL 


Cambridge  Antique  Center 

A  MULTI-DEALER  BAZAAR 

1815  MASS  AVE..  2ND  FLOOR 
PORTER  EXCHANGE  (FORMERLY  SEARS  BLDG.) 
PORTER  SQUARE  T  STOP 

HOLIDAY  HOURS: 

WED.-FRI  1-8PM  •  SAT  12-9PM  .  SUN  12-6PM 
OPEN  MON..  DEC.  23RD  AND  TUES.,  DEC.  24TH. 
FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL: 

617/547-5070 


This  Space  can 
be  yours  for  a 
mere  pittance  • 
Call  Trixi  at 
(617)  426-4469 


Gay  and  Lesbian 

Hefpne 


617-267-9001  tty/voice 

4-11  PM  Monday  -  Friday  and  6-11  PM  Sunday 

The  Gay  &  Lesbian  Helpline  is  a  program  of  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 


SOMERVILLE,  MASSACHUSETTS  02144  »  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


S&G 


SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 


888  WASHINGTON  ST. 

DEDHAM,  MASSACHUSETTS  02026 
(617)  461-0098S 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


-  - -  -  - 


PROJECT  EMPOWERMENT 
A  Weekend  Retreat  For  Gay  And  Lesbian  Educators  (K-12) 

•  Affirm  Yourself  As  A  Proud  Role  Model 

•  Build  Alliances 

•  Develop  Stategies  For  Change  In  Your  School 

•  No  Pressure  To  Come  Out 

•  Have  Fun-And  Get  Tough  On  Homophobia 


New  York 

January  24-26, 1992 

Cost  $75-$150  (Sliding  Scale) 

San  Francisco 

January  10-12, 1992 

Cost  $75-$  150  (Sliding  Scale) 

' 

San  Francisco: 

Special  School  Administrators  Retreat 
March  6-8, 1992 
Cost:  $150-$300 


REGISTER  EARLY:  SPACE  LIMITED 

Equity  Institute,  Inc. 

6400  Hollis  Street,  Suite  15 
Emeryville,  CA  94608 
(510)658-4577 
(510)  658-5184  (FAX) 


EQUITY 

I  N  S  T  I  T  U  T  E 


Proofreaders 

We  are  looking  for  proofreaders  for  Wednesday  nights.  If  you  are 
interested  in  proofreading  or  any  of  the  other  exciting  volunteer 
opportunities  available  at  Gay  Community  News  please  call  4264469. 
You  could  also  stop  by  our  convenient  Back  Bay  office  in  person. 

GCN  •  62  Berkeley  Street  •  Boston,  Massachusetts  021 16 
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“I  believed  that  AIDS  was  going  to  get  me  no  matter  what. 

I  didn’t  think  there  was  anything  I  could  do  to  stop  it.  Just  like  the  abuse.” 


By  Liz  Galst 

It  is  summer,  1990  when  I 
interview  Robert  about  his 
experiences  as  an  incest  survivor. 
The  air  is  hot,  the  noise  of  the 
busy  street  rises  with  the  bus 
fumes  to  the  window  of  his  third- 
floor  studio  apartment. 

We  sit  on  the  floor,  Robert 
cross-legged,  and  behind  him,  on 
the  edge  of  a  circular  table  in  the 
comer  of  this  small  room,  a  burnt- 
orange  bottle  of  AZT  sits  also.  If 
this  article  were  a  movie,  you  would  see  this 
in  one  shot,  held  long,  the  medicine  bottle  in 
deepest  focus.  It  would  be  a  frame  through 
which  to  view  Robert’s  story  and  the  stories 
of  mat  like  him.  You  would  not  be  able  to 
keep  your  eyes  off  of  it. 

Unlike  others  I  interview,  Robert  does  not 
speak  of  his  past  easily.  This  is  the  first  time 
he’s  talked  about  the  abuse  with  anyone.  His 
answers  are  short,  frequently  euphemistic, 
and  he  stares  often  into  a  point  in  space  I’m 
never  quit^|  able  to  locate.  Though  he  tells 
me  he  has  a  disability  that  has  kept  him  out 
of  work  a  lot  this  past  spring,  we  do  not 
speak  of  the  large  bottle  of  two-tone  capsules 
that  sits  perched  on  his  round  formica  table. 
Even  in  this  most  confidential  of  situations, 
Robert  does  not  admit  his  seropositivity  to 


me,  much  as  in  the  past  he  has  not  spoken  of 
his  sexual  abuse.  One  silence  mirrors  the 
other. 

But  this  isn’t  the  time  to  push  him.  He’s  a 
fluttering,  skittish  bird  relating  the  story  of 
how  the  man  he  had  always  been  told  was 
his  uncle  forced  him  to  have  sex  when 
Robert  was  11  and  things  were  particularly 
bad  at  home.  A  survivor  myself,  I  know  full 
well  the  pain  this  kind  of  questioning  can 
elicit,  and  it  seems  clear  that  pushing  him  on 
the  AZT  will  mean  he’ll  draw  back  from 
me. 

Besides,  there  are  lots  of  other  things  for 
us  to  talk  about:  I’ve  come  with  a  list  of 
questions  five  pages  long:  “What  were  you 
like  as  a  child?”  “How  do  you  feel  about 
your  body,  and  has  that  changed  over  time?” 
“If  you  were  abused  by  someone  from  the 
same  race/class/culture,  how  has  that 
affected  your  relationship  to  that 
race/class/culture?” 

We  discuss  Robert’s  volunteer  work  in 
AIDS  organizations,  his  struggles  with 
compulsive  eating,  his  isolation  from  nearly 
everyone.  In  fact,  the  interview’s  been  going 
for  almost  an  hour  before  we  get  to  the 
questions  about  the  impact  incest  has  had  on 
his  sexuality.  I  ask  Robert  if  he  feels  sex  is 
something  he  can  negotiate. 

“I  like  sex  to  be  spontaneous,”  is  his 
answer,  but  it’s  something  of  a  dodge.  What 


I  want  to  know  is  does  Robert  feel  in  charge 
of  his  own  sexuality?  Can  he  get  what  he 
wants  sexually?  Or,  perhaps  more 
importantly  since  we’re  living  in  an  age  of 
lethal  diseases,  can  he  say  no  to  sex  he 
doesn’t  want  to  have?  And,  is  he  able  to  set 
limits  when  someone  wants  to  do  something 
he  thinks  is  unsafe? 

“Usually  I  do  whatever  the  other  person 
wants  the  first  time,”  he  explains  as  he  picks 
at  the  tattered  Persian  rug.  “After  about  the 
fourth  or  fifth  time  with  someone.  I’m  able  to 
say  what  I  do  and  don’t  want  to  happen.”  I 
ask  him  if  that  means  he’s  done  things  he 
thinks  are  unsafe?  “I  have,  because  I  haven’t 
been  able  to  talk  to  people  about  sex.  The 
little  kid  in  me  is  frightened  that  the  person 
I’m  with  won't  accept  what  I  want  to  do.” 

Robert's  fear  isn’t  unusual;  everybody 
wants  to  be  accepted.  But  there’s  more  punch 
to  it  than  there  is  to  most  people’s  fear.  You 
see,  incest  survivors  don’t  need  to  be 
reminded  that  not  everyone  can  be  trusted  to 
take  no  for  an  answer.  It’s  better  not  to  ask. 

Of  course,  Robert  isn’t  the  only  gay  man 
around  whose  safer  sex  record  isn’t  exactly 
as  safe  as  it  could  be.  In  fact,  the  gay  press 
often  reports  about  “relapse”  these  days,  with 
items  on  studies  about  the  difficulty  of  being 
safe  every  time.  But  there’s  a  difference 
between  “slipping”  and  what  Robert  is 
talking  about,  because  to  have  “slipped” 


implies  that  you’ve  established  a  pattern  of 
safer  sex  in  the  first  place. 

The  things  Robert  tells  me  aren’t  much 
different  than  what  I’ve  heard  from  lots  of 
gay  male  survivors.  Several  of  the  nine 
Boston- area  men  I  interviewed  have  tried 
very  hard  to  practice  safer  sex,  especially 
those  who  are  in  some  kind  of  therapy.  But 
almost  all  of  the  men  I  interviewed  reported 
having  had  lots  of  sex  that  was  unsafe,  lots  of 
getting  fucked  without  a  condom,  and  every 
one  of  them  has  talked  of  feeling  little  or  no 
ownership  of  his  sexuality.  Two  of  these  men 
are  HIV-positive,  another  two  have  full¬ 
blown  AIDS,  and  two  more — who’ve 
described  themselves  as  sexually 
compulsive — said  they  intentionally  hadn’t 
been  tested  because  they  didn’t  feel  they 
could  trust  themselves  with  the  results.  This 
in  a  metropolitan  area  where  the  incidence  of 
HIV  infection  amongst  gay  men  is  estimated 
at  20  percent. 

•Of  course,  nine  men'  isn’t  a  very  large 
sample,  and  the  information  I’ve  collected  is 
anecdotal.  But  don’t  get  me  wrong,  I’m  very 
big  on  anecdotal  information.  Since  I’ve  been 
working  on  this  article,  friends,  friends  of 
friends,  and  people  I  don’t  even  know  call  up 
and  tell  me  about  so-and-so’s  boyfriend  who 
was  raped  as  a  kid  and  has  been  having 
unsafe  sex,  tested  positive,  been  diagnosed. 
Therapists  I’ve  interviewed  tell  similar 
stories.  “I  used  to  run  a  group  for  the  AIDS 
Action  Committee  (AAC)  for  people  with 
AIDS  an,4  ARC,”  Mike  Lew,  a  Newton, 
Mass. -based  therapist  who  specializes  in 
treating  male  survivors  and  the  author  of 
Victims  No  Longer:  Men  Recovering  from 
Incest  and  Other  Sexual  Child  Abuse,  tells 
me.  “And  I  used  to  come  to  that  group  right 
after  a  group  I  led  for  male  incest  survivors. 
One  day,  someone  from  the  AAC  group 
asked  me  where  I  had  come  from,  and  I  told 
him  that  I  was  coming  from  the  survivors 
group.  Out  of  seven  people  who  were  at  the 
AAC  group  that  evening,  five  came  out  as 
incest  survivors  and  the  other  two  didn’t  say 
anything.” 

I’d  like  to  have  some  statistical 
information  to  back  me  up.  But  unfortunately, 
nobody’s  bothered  to  study  the  impact  of 
child  sexual  abuse  (or  adult  sexual  abuse)  on 
the  high-risk  and  health  behavior  of  gay 
men.2  Still,  it’s  clear  somebody  ought  to,  and 
somebody  ought  to  offer  intervention  and 
counseling,  because  large  numbers  of  gay 
male  survivors  of  incest  and  other  child 
sexual  abuse  are  not  getting  the  help  they 
need  to  keep  themselves  alive. 

•There’s  a  myth  that  incest  survivors  are  an 
extremely  small  percentage  of  the  gay  male 
community.  But  that  belief  is  something  that 
needs  to  be  rethought.  One  in  six  men  (gay 
and  straight)  polled  in  a  1985  Los  Angeles 
Times  survey  reported  being  sexually  abused 
before  the  age  of  18.  Of  course,  this  statistic 
is  probably  an  underestimate  as  many 
survivors  block  out  the  traumatic  memories 
of  abuse.  Left  with  only  the  symptoms,  many 
survivors  are  unable  to  identify  themselves  as 
such. 

While  there’s  no  reason  to  believe  the  15 
percent  figure  is  any  lower  in  the  gay  male 
community  than  it  was  in  the  L.A.  Times 
survey  group,  there  are  reasons  to  believe  it 
may  be  higher.  According  to  Lew,  “Any  little 
boy  who  departs  from  the  way  we  expect 
little  boys  to  be  is  more  likely  to  be  abused. 
People  feel  they  have  more  license  to  behave 
more  violently  to  a  child  who  is  different  By 
different  I  mean  a  child  who  is  gay,  or 
appears  to  be  gay,  or  effeminate,  creative, 
artistic,  academic,  emotional.” 

•In  order  to  understand  the  impact  child 
sexual  abuse  has  on  HIV  transmission  and  on 
health  behavior,  we  have  to  look  at  three 
things:  the  general  impact  of  child  sexual 
abuse,  the  assumptions  employed  in  gay- 
targeted  AIDS  education,  and  the  specific 
impact  of  child  sexual  abuse  on  a  survivor’s 
ability  to  protect  her/himself  from  HIV 
transmission. 

The  effects  of  incest  and  other  child  sexual 


abuse  are  so  devastating  and  complex  that 
they  really  can’t  be  discussed  fully  in  one 
article.’  So,  for  the  sake  of  brevity,  let’s  say 
that  child  sexual  abuse  results  in  tremendous 
psychic  (and  sometimes  physical)  pain,  and, 
because  in  childhood  there  is  no  opportunity 
to  express  this  pain  in  a  way  that  helps  a 
survivor  heal,  s/he  learns  to  numb  out  by 
necessity.  Of  course,  different  people  numb 
out  in  different  ways.  The  survivors  I 
interviewed  became  alcoholics  and  drug 
addicts,  some  ate  compulsively,  had  sex 
compulsively,  became  insomniacs, 
workaholics,  mastered  the  art  of  spacing  out. 
Many  of  the  men  used  several  of  these 
strategies,  because  sometimes  one  is  not 
enough,  and  other  times  they  needed  new 
strategies  to  replace  ones  they  had 
abandoned. 

Survivors  often  isolate  themselves  because 
they’ve  learned  that  being  close  to  people  is 
dangerous.  Robert:  “I  can  feel  more 
connected  to  people  who  I’ve  seen,  whose 
names  I  know,  but  that  I  don’t  actually  know. 

I  just  think  of  them  as  close  and  intimate 
friends.”  Amongst  survivors  there’s  a  strong, 
internalized  sense  of  personal  worthlessness. 
Ken  weeps  during  our  interview  as  he  told 
me,  “My  self-esteem  is  practically  non¬ 
existent  The  thing  that  bothers  me  most  is 
not  being  able  to  believe  that  I’m  a 
worthwhile  person  when  people  tell  me  that  I 

__  M 

am. 

The  body  is  not  something  we  survivors 
do  well  with.  In  fact,  we’re  hardly  ever  in 
them.  Buck:  “I’ve  had  so  little  feeling  that 
I’ve  burned  myself  with  liquid  solder  and 
watched  my  skin  bum  and  not  felt  anything.” 
Survivors  experience  self-hate  like  you 
wouldn’t  believe,  unless,  of  course,  you  are 
one.  We  often  blame  ourselves  for  what 
happened  to  us,  and  for  every  other  bad  thing 
in  the  world.  Survivors,  having  been  abused 
by  people  in  positions  of  authority,  as  adults 
often  have  trouble  with  people  in  positions 
of  authority.  In  addition,  survivors 
experience  the  world  as  extremely  dangerous 
and  experience  ourselves  as  both 
unprotectable  and  unworthy  of  protection. 
Plus,  there’s  a  whole  lot  of  self-punishment 
going  on. 

That’s  the  short  course.  Incest  101.  Except 
to  say,  that  survivors  can  and  do  recover 
from  this,  with  tons  of  hard  work. 

•AIDS  education  that’s  targeted  at  gay 
men  in  this  country  makes  a  lot  of 
assumptions.  It  assumes,  first  and  foremost, 
that  you  want  to  stay  alive.  It  assumes  you 
want  to  stay  healthy,  that  you  feel  entitled  to 
health,  and  that  you  think  you’ll  get  more  out 
of  being  'well  than  you  will  out  of  being  sick. 
(For  many  people — survivors  or 
not — getting  sick  is  a  way  of  getting 
otherwise  unavailable  attention.  “When  I 
was  growing  up,”  John  says.’T  used  to 
fantasize  a  lot  about  getting  leukemia;  dying 
was  a  way  to  get  away  from  it  all.  I  thought 
everyone  would  love  me  if  I  was  sick.  Well, 
AIDS  is  very  much  like  leukemia.  And  I 
have  the  virus.”) 

AIDS  education  assumes  you  feel  some 
ownership  over  your  body,  some  agency.  It 
assumes  you  know  how  to  make  choices, 
and  that  you  believe  you  can  successfully 
change  your  behavior.  It  assumes  you  are 
able  to  assert  yourself.  It  assumes  you 
believe  your  wishes  will  be  respected.  It 
assumes  that  sex  is  your  primary  risk  factor. 
It  assumes  that  the  best  educational  strategy 
is  one  that  depicts  and  discusses  sexual 
behavior,  but  not  the  motivation  for  that 
behavior. 

Basically,  the  “Just  Do  It”  approach  to 
AIDS  education  that  has  been  directed 
towards  gay  men  for  the  last  eight  or  so 
years  assumes  empowerment,  especially  in 
the  sexual  sphere.  And,  for  many,  many  gay 
men,  these  assumptions  have  held  true.  No 
other  community  in  history  has  responded  as 
well  to  a  public  health  crisis.  The 
percentages  of  men  who  are  consistently 
practicing  safer  sex  are  high.  (Sixty-seven 
percent  of  gay-identified  men  polled  in  a 
recent  survey  by  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee  of  Massachusetts  reported  no 
unprotected  anal  sex  in  the  six  months  prior 
to  the  survey. )  The  community  should 
commend  itself. 

But  one  of  eight  of  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee  survey  respondents  reported  that 
they  had  consistently  participated  in  unsafe 
sex  in  the  time  period  covered  by  the  survey. 
Empowered  people  make  empowered  health 
choices,  disempowered  people  don’t. 

•During  our  interview,  John  tells  me  this: 
“In  the  beginning  of  the  AIDS  crisis,  I  could 
have  been  more  safe.  I  never  put  anyone  at 
risk,  except  myself.  I  knew  I  shouldn’t  have 
been  doing  it,  but  I  didn’t  want  to  live,  I 
didn’t  want  to  participate  in  life  any  longer.” 

Ken,  a  member  of  Sex  and  Love  Addicts 
Anonymous,  describes  his  sex  addiction:  “I 
knew  that  what  I  was  doing  was  unsafe,  or 
had  unsafe  potential,  but  I  wasn’t  going  to  let 
that  bother  me.  What  mattered  at  that  time 
was  having  sex.” 


Buck  says  he  was  often  so  fucked  up  on 
coke,  he  couldn’t  negotiate  safer  sex.  And 
about  negotiating  sex.  Will  says,  “I  have 
difficulty  with  it.  Like  when  I  don’t  want  to 
have  it,  I  feel  very  much  that  I  have  to  do  it 
anyway.  It’s  difficult  because  it  has  put  me  in 
some  dangerous  positions.  Also,  I  think  my 
own  idea  of  sex  was  pretty  dysfunctional.  It’s 
difficult  to  understand  ‘normal’  sex  when 
your  first  sexual  experiences  were  based  on 
violence.” 

Listen  to  these  men  and  it  is  clear  the 
assumptions  of  AIDS  educators  aren’t 
working. 

But  what  is  it  about  child  sexual  abuse  that 
makes  it  so  difficult  for  adult  survivors  to 
protect  themselves?  Well,  on  a  very  basic 
level,  we  survivors  have  had  taken  away 
from  us  our  ability  to  assert  our  own 
boundaries,  our  own  sense  of  personal  space 
and  limits.  Mark  Gianino,  a  therapist  who 
works  with  a  number  of  gay  male  survivors 
says:  “Basically,  abuse  makes  it  much  more 
difficult  to  feel  a  sense  of  ownership  of  one’s 
own  body  and  one’s  own  choices.  It’s  an  act 
of  violence  that  robs  a  person  of  their  ability 
to  be  in  control  of  their  bodies.” 

And  boundaries  may  well  be  the  most 
important  component  of  safe  sex.  Without  a 
sense  of  boundaries  to  protect  them, 
survivors  must  rely  entirely  on  their  partners 
to  ensure  their  sex  is  safe.  Unfortunately,  not 
all  partners  are  so  reliable.  John:  “Many  of 
the  men  I  had  sex  with  wouldn’t  be  safe.  The 
condom  would  break  and  they  wouldn’t  say 
anything.  Or  I’d  have  sex  with  people  who 
wouldn’t  use  a  condom  but  said  they’d  pull 
out,  and  then  when  they’d  be  about  to  cum, 
they  wouldn’t  and  they’d  pin  me  down  and 
say,  ‘Oh,  sorry.’  ” 

AIDS  education 
that’s  targeted  at 
gay  men  in  this 
country  makes  a  lot 
of  assumptions.  It 
assumes,  first  and 
foremost,  that  you 
want  to  stay  alive.  It 
assumes  you  want  to 
stay  healthy,  that 
you  feel  entitled  to 
health,  and  that  you 
think  you’ll  get  more 
out  of  being  well 
than  you  will  out  of 
being  sick. 

•One  thing  that  must  be  understood  about 
survivors  is  that  we  blame  ourselves  for  our 
own  abuse.  Current  psychological  theory 
asserts  that  as  children  we  found  this  easier 
than  believing  we  lived  in  a  random, 
terrifying  and  unsafe  world.  But  often,  our 
perpetrators  and  other  family  members 
reaffirmed  our  guilt.  We  were  too  seductive, 
too  coy,  too  beautiful,  too  curious. 

Because  we  blame  ourselves,  we  punish 
ourselves.  We  punish  the  part  of  us  that 
“caused”  the  abuse.  “Growing  up,  I  always 
had  the  feeling  that  if  I  didn’t  have  my  body, 
none  of  this  would  have  happened  to  me,” 
Daniel  says  to  me  across  his  kitchen  table. 
“The  incest  was  my  body’s  fau  t.” 
Independently,  both  he  and  John  spe  .v  of 
having  sex  until  it  is  painful,  until  it  hurts 
them  for  days  afterwards.  This  is  their 
punishment  And  though  neither  mentions  it, 
I  wonder  if  putting  themselves  at  risk  is  their 
punishment  too. 

•Mike  Lew  says:  ‘To  say  ‘no’  or  to  say,  ‘I 
don’t  want  this,  I’m  not  going  to  do  this,’ 
you  have  to  have  some  self-esteem.  You 
have  to  feel  you  have  a  right  to  say  ‘no,’  and 
that  you  deserve  to  have  your  needs 
respected  and  met.  That’s  not  been  the 
experience  of  a  lot  of  people  who’ve  been 
sexually  exploited.” 

Will  notes,  “There  were  times  in  my  life 
when  I  really  strongly  felt  I  deserved  no 
protection,  whether  it  be  from  AIDS  or 
violence  or  whatever.  I  can  say  that  most  of 
that  came  from  incest.  I  was  not  protected. 


So  it’s  difficult.  You  internalize  that  and  say, 
‘I’m  not  worthy  of  protection.’  ” 

Then  he  tells  me:  “We  have  always 
wanted  our  parents  or  some  adult  to  put  their 
arms  around  us,  put  a  shield  around  us  and 
say,  'I’m  not  going  to  allow  this  to  happen  to 
you  again.  You’re  safe.’  Unless  we  are 
willing  to  do  that  for  ourselves  mentally,  it’s 
going  to  be  very  difficult  to  put  on  a 
condom.  Because  a  condom,  in  a  way,  is 
what  we  always  wanted — something  to 
cover  us  and  protect  us.” 

•Indeed,  because  survivors  often 
experience  themselves  as  unprotectable  and 
undeserving  of  protection,  AIDS  and  incest 
become,  in  their  minds,  synomonous — the 
inexorable  workings  of  the  universe.  "I 
believed  that  AIDS  was  going  to  get  me  no 
matter  what,”  John  says.  “I  didn’t  think  there 
was  anything  I  could  do  to  stop  it.  Just  like 
the  abuse.” 

If  you  believe  something  is  inevitable, 
why  take  precautions  to  stop  it? 

•Let  us  talk  for  a  moment  about  pain,  and 
about  self-medication. 

Survivors  who  don’t  have  opportunities  to 
confront  their  abuse  need  to  numb  out.  This 
need  results  in  incredibly  high  rates  of  sex 
addiction,  alcoholism  and  drug  abuse  among 
survivors.  While  these  coping  mechanisms 
may  provide  survivors  with  some  protection 
from  their  memories,  they  increase  the 
probability  of  contracting  HIV. 

For  instance,  many  of  the  men  I 
interviewed  said  that  when  they  had 
emotions  they  couldn’t  deal  with,  they  went 
out  to  have  sex.  Several  described 
themselves  as  sexually  compulsive.  “My 
self-worth  being  what  it  is,  it’s  been  very 
hard  in  those  fuck-and-suck  situations  to  be 
conscious  of  safe  sex,”  Daniel  offers. 

Likewise,  gay  men  who  combine  drinking 
or  drug  use  with  sex  are  significantly  more 
likely  to  engage  in  unsafe  sexual  behavior. 
IV  drug  use  by  gay  male  survivors  opens 
them  up  to  another  route  of  transmission,  one 
not  to  be  discounted.  IV  drug  use  figures  as  a 
possible  route  of  infection  for  approximately 
10  percent  of  all  CDC-reported  cases  of 
AIDS  among  gay  men.  Moreover,  continued 
drug  use  after  infection  often  results  in 
decreased  immune  functioning  and 
significantly  earlier  onset  of  symptoms. 

AIDS  service  organizations  (ASOs) 
cannot  go  on  treating  IV  drug  use  as  if  it  is 
not  a  gay  men’s  issue. 

•There  is  one  part  of  the  dynamic  of 
unsafe  sex  that  none  of  the  men  I’ve 
interviewed  have  talked  about  but  which  I 
understand  from  my  own  experiences  as  a 
survivor:  in  the  sexual  arena,  we  interact 
with  our  partners  as  if  they  are  the  parents 
we  always  wanted,  the  ones  who  will  set 
limits  for  us  and  act  in  our  own  best  interest. 
Of  course,  being  survivors,  chances  are  we’ll 
go  for  people  who  are  very  much  like  our 
parents — neglectful,  distant  or  actively 
abusive.  In  these  situations,  we  conduct 
ourselves  as  if  we  are  still  the  objectively 
powerless  children  we  once  were.  We  wait 
for  our  partners  to  set  the  limits,  and  then 
feel  betrayed  when  they  act  in  ways  that  are 
difficult  for  us. 

But  protecting  yourself  from  HIV 
transmission  requires  that  you  act  like  an 
adult,  that  you  take  responsibility  for  what 
you  will  or  will  not  do  or  have  done  to  you 
sexually.  Unfortunately,  incest  turns  us  into 
perpetual  children  even  as,  robbed  of 
childhood,  it  makes  us  old  before  our  time. 
The  parts  of  us  that  were  not  allowed  agency 
don’t  know  how  to  exercise  it.  Parts  of  us 
resist  all  responsibility  as  a  method  of 
protesting  our  innocence  in  the  abuse. 

Daniel:  “In  ’84  and  ’85,  my  lover  and  I 
didn’t  use  condoms  -  not  for  oral  sex,  not  for 
anal  sex.  I  told  myself  that  he  was  enough  of 
a  virgin  that  he  couldn’t  be  infected,  and  I, 
because  I  had  such  a  hard  time  being  fucked, 
was  probably  okay  too.  Some  part  of  me 
knew  I  wasn’t  being  safe,  but  taking 
responsibility  for  my  sexuality  would  have 
somehow  meant  to  me  that  I  was  responsible 

for  this  horrible  abuse  that  had  happened  to 

__  _  »• 

me. 

Innocence  is  something  you  cling  to,  even 
as  it  is  tom  away  from  you.  Unless  you’ve 
been  allowed  to  experience  your  childhood 
fully,  you  can  never  give  it  up. 

•From  what  I’ve  been  able  to  dig  up, 
nowhere  in  the  country  is  there  AIDS 
education  targeted  specifically  to  gay  male 
survivors — either  to  self-identified  survivors, 
or  to  the  others,  walking  around  relatively 
clueless  about  what  has  happened  in  their 
pasts  and  its  impact  on  their  lives  now.  I 
called  AIDS  service  organizations  in  major 
cities  across  the  country — Whitman  Walker, 
San  Francisco  AIDS  Foundation,  Stop 
AIDS/LA — and  not  one  had  AIDS  education 
designed  with  the  needs  of  gay  male 
survivors  in  mind.  David  Klotz,  coordinator 
of  primary  prevention  at  the  Gay  Men’s 
Health  Crisis  in  New  York,  the  nation’s 


largest  AIDS  service  organization,  told  me, 
“We  don’t  have  anything  specifically 
targeted  in  that  area.  I  don’t  know  anyone 
who  does.  Usually  we  start  to  target 
something  when  there’s  been  a  study.” 

And,  of  course,  there  have  been  no 
studies.  Child  sexual  abuse  is  not  perceived 
as  an  issue  gay  men  must  confront. 

•This  cycle  of  invisibility  hinges  in  part  on 
societal  denial  about  the  pervasiveness  and 
devastation  of  child  sexual  abuse,  and  in 
part,  on  issues  of  gender. 

In  its  understanding  of  incest,  the  gay 
male  community  is  not  out  of  step  with  the 
culture  as  a  whole.  Even  though  child  sexual 
abuse  has  probably  been  around  for  more 
centuries  than  we  can  count,  it  is  only  in  the 
last  decade  or  so  that  the  subject  has  begun 
to  receive  significant  attention.  Such  ground- 
breakers  as  Father-Daughter  Incest  (1981), 
Voices  in  the  Night:  Women  Speaking  About 
Incest  (1982),  and  I  Never  Told  Anyone: 
Writings  by  Women  Survivors  of  Child 
Sexual  Abuse  (1983),  along  with 
considerable  feminist  anti-violence 
organizing,  have  brought  some  light  to  the 
issue.  (Interestingly,  it  is  during  this  same 
time  period  that  ASOs  began  to  form.  By 
and  large,  they  were  founded  by  gay  men 
unaware  of  issues  articulated  by  the  feminist 
movement.)  For  the  most  part,  though,  incest 
and  other  child  sexual  abuse  remains  hidden 
and  eroticized. 

Still,  as  I  write  this,  a  former  Miss 
America’s  struggle  to  overcome  the  abuse 
perpetrated  by  her  father  is  the  cover  story 
on  People  magazine.  This  article  may  not  be 
the  one  many  of  us  wanted  to  see,  but  for 
anti-abuse  advocates,  this  slow-growing 
awareness  is  cause  for  hope. 

Unfortunately,  the  growing  recognition  of 
the  abuse  suffered  by  girls  hasn’t  necessarily 
been  translated  into  an  awareness  of  the 
sexual  abuse  of  boys  and  men.  Despite  the 
statistics,  the  public  face  of  the  survivor 
remains  female. 

For  the  most  part,  America  does  not  want 
to  hear  about  the  sexual  abuse  of  men.  For 
men  to  admit  they  can  and  have  been 
sexually  abused  breaks  down  the  central 
tenet  of  our  society’s  male  supremacy.  In 
addition,  homophobia  and  the  confusion  of 
rape  with  sex  results  in  the  abuse  of  boys  and 
men  by  men  being  deemed  “homosexual” 
(though  the  abuse  of  girls  and  women  by 
men  is  never  referred  to  as  “heterosexual”). 
Discussing  it  becomes  taboo. 

To  change  the  popular  conception  of 
sexual  abuse  as  a  “women’s”  problem,  male 
survivors  must  stand  up  and  utter  what  may 
well  be  the  most  difficult  words  in  the  world: 

I  was  raped.  So  far,  few  have  been  willing  to 
do  so. 

The  feminist  movement  against  sexual 
abuse  has  also  articulated  rape  as  a 
“women’s  issue”  (although  we  assert  it’s  a 
men’s  problem).  We  have  put  forward  an 
analysis  that  contends  that  rape  is  violence 
against  women,  that  heterosexual  men  use 
the  threat  and  practice  of  sexual  violence 
against  women  and  children  as  a  guarantor 
of  their  privilege.  We  have  prioritized 
women.  We  have  called  on  men  to  take 
responsibility  for  male  violence  and  for 
caring  for  their  abused  peers. 

There  are  times  I  think  that  this  strategy  is 
flawed,  that  the  movement  should  be  against 
sexual  abuse,  period.  But,  to  be  honest,  the 
feminist  analysis  still  appeals  to  me.  And  I 
don’t  believe  that  women  prioritizing  women 
is  a  mistake:  I’ve  been  in  a  co-ed  workshop 
for  survivors  in  which  most  of  the  men  never 
acknowledged  their  male  privilege  and  took 
up  most  of  the  time  and  space. 

•So,  where  is  the  place  for  gay  male 
survivors  to  voice  their  issues  and  concerns? 
Some  gay  male  survivors  receive  incredible 
support  within  groups  like  Incest  Survivors 
Anonymous.  "ISA  has  been  very  good  for 
me,”  one  man  told  me  on  the  phone.  “But  I 
don’t  feel  comfortable  talking  about  gay 
stuff  there.”  Others  have  hoped  to  get  help 
within  the  gay  community.  Unfortunately, 
according  to  Will,  “Incest  is  very  hidden 
[there].  We  need  the  community  to 
acknowledge  us,  and  it  hasn’t.” 

The  kind  of  recognition  and  support  Will 
and  other  gay  male  survivors  desire  may  still 
be  far  off.  Community  services  that  are 
designed  for  gay  men’s  health  needs  often 
fail  to  recognize  the  prevalence  of  child 
sexual  abuse.  For  instance,  at  a  June  4, 1991, 
forum  on  gay  male  safer  sex  sponsored  by 
the  AIDS  Action  Committee  of 
Massachusetts,  the  director  of  community 
education  programs — obviously  unfamiliar 
with  the  aforementioned  L.A.  Times 
poll — stated  that  gay  male  incest  survivors 
were  a  very  small  subsection  of  the 
community. 

This  denial  rests  not  only  in  the  societal 
silence  about  child  sexual  abuse,  but  also  in 
a  number  of  reasons  that  are  quite  gay- 
specific.  Several  of  the  survivors  I 
interviewed  believe  gay  men  don’t  want  to 
acknowledge  the  number  of  survivors  in 
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their  midst  because  they  fear  the  heterosexual 
world  will  use  that  information  to  further 
pathologize  homosexuality.  Gay  men  who 
have  struggled  very  hard  to  free  themselves 
from  the  dominant  culture’s  image  of  them  as 
victims  (pre-  and  post-AIDS),  may  be 
unwilling  to  admit  that  they  have,  in  fact, 
been  victimized.  A  friend  of  mine  suggests 
that  gay  men  have  difficulty  accepting  the 
idea  that  many  of  their  number  were  sexually 
abused  as  children  because,  as  a  group,  gay 
men  have  been  scapegoated  as  child 
molesters. 

But  there  remains  another  major  obstacle 
to  tackling  the  subject  of  child  sexual  abuse 
and  that  is  the  issue  of  man/boy  love.  It 
seems,  in  fact,  impossible  to  deal  with  the 
issue  of  child  sexual  abuse  without  getting 
into  a  polarized  debate  that  shifts  the  focus  of 
the  attention  away  from  actual  abuse  suffered 
by  incest  survivors.  This  dynamic  was  clearly 
evidenced  when  GCN,  in  the  summer  of 
1989,  published  a  lengthy  interview  with 
Mike  Lew.  In  the  interview,  Lew  discussed 
many  issues  particular  to  gay  male  survivors, 
issues  that  had  not  been  publicly  articulated 
before.  Lew  also  stated  in  the  interview  that 
he  believes,  “sexuality  between  adults  and 
children  is  always  abusive."  GCN  received 
several  letters  from  mat  about  this  interview; 
all  wrote  to  express  their  opposition  to  Lew’s 
stand  against  sex  between  children  and 
adults.  They  called  him,  amongst  other 
things,  ageist  -  although,  in  fact,  it  is  ageist  to 
assert  that  children  can  be  adults’  peers.  Only 
one  of  the  writers  acknowledged  that  Lew’s 
work  was  important. 

But  insensitivity  to  incest  survivors’  issues 
is  not  limited  to  the  letters  pages  of  a 
community  newspaper.  Will,  interestingly 
enough,  the  only  one  of  the  men  I 
interviewed  who  believes  that  there  is  such  a 
thing  as  non-abusive,  consensual  incest,  told 
me  that  once  he  was  in  a  bar  during  a  period 
in  his  recovery  when  he  was  having  a 
particularly  difficult  time.  Someone  asked 
him  how  he  was  doing.  He  said  he  was 
having  a  hard  time  because  he  was  dealing 
with  the  abuse  from  his  uncle.  The  man 
replied  “Oh,  honey,  what’s  the  big  deal? 
We’ve  all  done  it  with  our  uncles!” 

•There  is  another  way  in  which  gender  has 
an  impact  upon  the  ability  of  gay  male  incest 
survivors  to  come  together  and  articulate 
their  agenda.  Quite  simply,  because  most 
male  survivors  have  been  abused  by  men, 
they  have  difficulty  with  men,  even  men  who 
could  be  their  allies.  John:  “I’ve  really  had  a 
hard  time  believing  that  men  could  be 
anything  other  than  abusive.  Until  I  did 
therapy  with  men,  I  didn’t  believe  that  men 
could  be  there  for  you  when  you  needed 
them.  That’s  why  most  of  my  friends  have 
always  been  women.”  But  without  this 
coming  together,  gay  male  survivors’  issues 
won’t  come  to  light.  Male  survivors  will  have 
no  bargaining  power  within  the  community. 

•It’s  not  bad  enough  that  being  sexually 
abused  as  a  kid  puts  you  at  higher  risk  for 
acquiring  HIV  infection,  incest  and  other 
child  sexual  abuse  may  have  quite  a  negative 
impact  on  your  health.  This  information 
comes  to  us  from  the  field  of 
psychoneuroimmunology,  a  branch  of 
medicine  that  studies  the  impact  of  emotions, 
thought-processes  and  behavior  on  health. 
From  research  that  indicates  loneliness, 
depression,  feelings  of  hopelessness,  long¬ 
term  stress  and  lack  of  social  support  result  in 
impaired  immune  functioning,  it  is  possible 
to  extrapolate  that  incest  survivors,  as  a 
group,  face  the  AIDS  crisis  at  a  significant 
physical  disadvantage. 

Furthermore,  stress — no  stranger  to  incest 
survivors— pray  well  increase  the  rate  of  HTV 
replication. 

Of  course,  that’s  not  the  half  of  it:  incest 
can  really  screw  up  your  health  behavior,  too, 
making  it  easier  for  you  to  get  sicker  more 
quickly. 

You  see,  good  “management”  (don’t  you 
just  love  this  medical  terminology?)  of  HIV 
disease  requires  what  pioneer 
psychoneuroimmunologist  Dr.  George 
Solomon  calls  “positive  coping.”  Solomon 
and  his  colleague  Dr.  Lydia  Temoshok 
believe  that  “positive  coping”  may  well  result 
in  “better  health  outcomes.”  (It  should  be 
noted  here  that  “positive  coping”  does  not 
ensure  longevity.  It’s  quite  possible  to  have 
all  the  “right"  coping  mechanisms  and  die 
anyway.) 

But  “positive  coping"  is  not  something 
most  incest  survivors  learn.  In  fact,  we  learn 
the  opposite.  The  kind  of  “positive  coping” 
that  Solomon  and  Temoshok  suggest 
characterizes  long-term  AIDS  survivors12  is 
often  out  of  incest  survivors'  reach: 

1.  [AIDS]  Survivors  are  realistic 
about  the  seriousness  of  their 
condition  without  being  fatalistic. 


They  refuse  to  believe  AIDS  is  an 
“automatic  death  sentence.” 

2.  [AIDS]  Survivors  are  willing  to 
take  responsibility  for  their  own 
healing  and  to  make  major  life-style 
adjustments  to  “accommodate 
disease  in  an  adaptive  way.”  [AIDS] 
Survivors  believe  that  physical 
fitness  and  exercise  contribute  to 
healing  and  believe  that  their 
“personalized  means  of  active 
coping”  can  have  “beneficial  health 
effects.” 

3.  [AIDS]  Survivors  tend  to  have 
extraordinary  relationships  with  their 
healthcare  providers.  [AIDS] 
Survivors  sp[eak]  of  a  healing 
partnership  with  their  healthcare 
providers,  and  [a]re  neither  passively 
compliant  nor  defiant. 

4.  [AIDS]  Survivors  are  passionately 
committed  to  living  and  have  a  sense 
of  “meaningfulness  and  purpose  in 
life,”  of  “unmet  goals."  Often  the 
diagnosis  itself  enables  them  to  find 
“new  meaning”  in  life. 

5.  [AIDS]  Survivors  tend  to  have 
faced  and  to  have  overcome  past  life 
crises. 

6.  Meeting  and  talking  with  other 
people  with  AIDS  in  a  supportive 
environment,  especially  shortly  after 
their  own  diagnosis,  [i]s  deemed 
important.  Being  “altruistically 
involved”  with  other  people  with 
AIDS — being  self -concerned 
without  being  exclusively  self- 
involved — was  considered  beneficial 
to  [AIDS]  survivors. 

7.  [AIDS]  Survivors  are  assertive 
and  able  to  communicate  openly, 
including  the  ability  to  say  no. 
[AIDS]  Survivors  “nurture” 
themselves  and  are  “sensitive  to  their 
body  and  its  needs.”13 

Unfortunately,  a  lifetime  filled  with 
catastrophe  doesn’t  prepare  one  well  for 
treating  an  HTV  diagnosis  as  anything  other 
than  a  death  sentence.  We  survivors  have  an 
extremely  hard  time  taking  responsibility  for 
all  aspects  of  our  lives,  including  our  health. 
We  often  fail  to  seek  medical  treatment  at  all, 
let  alone  build  positive  relationships  with  our 
providers. 

Most  survivors  don’t  have  a  sense  of 
purpose;  we’ve  been  too  cut  off  from 
ourselves  to  develop  anything  like 
“meaningfulness”  in  our  lives.  Most  of  us 
haven’t  faced  and  overcome  our  life  crises, 
most  notably  we  haven’t  faced  and  overcome 
the  sexual  abuse  we  experienced  as  kids. 
Many  survivors  have  difficulty  accepting  the 
kind  of  support  offered  in  support 
groups — we  don’t  feel  we  deserve  it. 
Survivors  are  notorious  for  an  inability  to 
nurture  ourselves,  and  saying  “no"  was  not 
anything  we  ever  learned  or  thought  would 
be  respected. 

But  don’t  despair!  The  knowledge  that 
emotions  and  positive  coping  mechanisms 
may  well  impact  immune  functioning  also 
offers  hope  for  survivors  of  incest  who  are 
HIV  infected.  It  turns  out,  for  instance,  that 
disclosure  of  trauma  is  linked  with  higher 
immune  functioning.14  Both  emotional-  and 
cognitive-restructuring  therapy  have  also 
been  connected  to  a  healthier  immune 
systems. 

If  ever  any  survivor  needed  another  reason 
to  begin  dealing  with  his  incest  history,  AIDS 
is  it. 

•Ken  tells  this  story:  “At  the  beginning  of 
the  epidemic  I  was  working  with  this  small 
group  trying  to  produce  safe-sex  brochures.  I 
wanted  to  do  a  brochure  that  gave  you  the 
option  of  staying  away  from  sex  too.  The 
larger  group  didn’t  like  that  at  all.  They  said 
it  was  sex-negative.  I  found  in  that  group  it 
was  hard  to  get  them  sensitive  to  what  incest 
all  means.” 

And  while  sensitization  may  be  hard,  it’s 
not  impossible.  AIDS  education  can  be 
adapted  to  meet  the  needs  of  gay  male  incest 
survivors  that  are  so  far  going  unmet. 
Shifting  the  focus  of  AIDS  education 
slightly,  so  that  it  incorporates  discussions  of 
barriers  to  safer  sex  behavior,  is  an  essential 
part  of  this  process.  It’s  important  for  all  gay 
men — incest  survivors  or  not — that  AIDS 
educators  create  groups  and  workshops  in 
which  men  can  talk  about  why  they  are 
having  difficulty  being  safe.  Advertising  that 
addresses  barriers  to  safe  behavior  may  also 
be  effective.  John  suggests,  “Everybody 
needs  to  know  that  unsafe  behavior  says  a  lot 
about  how  you  feel  about  yourself.  People 
need  a  chance  to  say  ‘Why  am  I  doing  this?' 
‘Why  am  I  feeling  so  unloving  of  myself  that 
I  don’t  want  to  protect  myself?”’ 

Likewise,  building  survivors’  self-esteem 
is  key  in  making  AIDS  education  work. 
Buck:  “I’ve  been  in  situations  where  I 
haven’t  been  safe,  and  I  guess  I  need  to  hear 
that  I  am  important  enough  to  protect.  I  also 
need  to  learn  why  I’m  having  sex. 
Sometimes  my  self-esteem  is  really  low  and 
that’s  why  I  go  out  to  have  sex.”  Survivors 
have  also  proposed  ASOs  use  slogans  that 
can  help  them  feel  better  about  themselves, 
like  “Safer  Sex — I’m  Worth  It!"  in  addition 
to  the  popular  “Safer  Sex — Do  It!” 

Continued  on  page  1 1 
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SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  15  •  3PM 

BOSTON  BALLET  •  19  Clarendon  St..  Boston 
Tickets  $12.00  •  Seniors  and  Students  $10.00 

For  reservations  and  information  call  (617)  492-2593 
A  portion  of  the  proceeds  will  benefit  Community  Servings 
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AIDS  educators  can  also  encourage  men  to 
understand  and  assert  their  sexual 
boundaries.  For  survivors,  learning  to  say  no 
is  the  first  step  towards  being  able  to  say  yes. 

To  sensitize  their  staffs,  ASOs  can  offer  in- 
service  trainings  about  incest  and  its  impact 
on  unsafe  sex  and  other  high-risk  behavior, 
both  to  professionals  and  to  peer-educators. 

Above  all,  AIDS  educators  should  operate 
under  the  assumption  that  there  will  be 
survivors — self- identified  or  not — in  every 
group  they  work  with.  They  need  to 
incorporate  what  they  know  about  the  impact 
of  child  sexual  abuse  into  all  their  work. 
Educators  can  create  a  safe  space  in  generic 
workshops  for  survivors  to  talk  about  sexual 
abuse  and  its  impact  on  high-risk  behavior, 
they  can  give  survivors  permission  to  talk 
about  sexual  abuse. 

To  reach  those  survivors  who  don’t  attend 
workshops  (quite  a  large  number,  actually  - 
Ken:  “I  haven’t  been  to  any  safer  sex 
workshops  because  I  wasn’t  sure  if  they 
would  push  things  for  me.”),  ASOs  can  adapt 
brochures,  comic  books,  videos  and  other 
educational  material.  ASOs  can  organize  on¬ 
going  groups  and  hotlines  for  men  already 
working  on  their  abuse  issues.  They  can  also 
recruit  advisory  committees  of  self-identified 
gay  male  survivors  to  help  them  identify 
strategies  for  better  serving  unserved 
survivors.  ASOs  can  be  an  important  force  in 
helping  the  gay  male  community  begin  a 
discussion  on  how  child  sexual  abuse  has 
effected  gay  men’s  lives. 

It’s  unrealistic  to  say  ASOs  can  reach  all 
gay  male  survivors  this  way;  not  everyone 
feels  safe  enough  to  let  her/himself  be 
reached.  Neither  should  ASOs  alone  be 
responsible  for  creating  an  atmosphere  that 
encourages  men  to  confront  their  sexual 
abuse  histories.  But  these  changes  in  strategy 
are  an  important  start. 

•I  must  admit  I  feel  a  tremendous  kinship 
with  the  men  I’ve  interviewed,  both  in  the 
abuse  we’ve  suffered  and  in  the  joy  of 
shedding  it.  And  what  joy  it  is!  John  says, 
“My  life  is  more  complete  than  it  ever  has 
been.  I’m  stronger  for  facing  my  demons. 
I’m  not  afraid  of  people.  I’m  able  now  to  be 
present  and  make  choices.  It’s  an  incredibly 
powerful  thing.”  Me?  Well,  after  all  this  work 
on  the  incest,  I  feel  like  I’ve  won  the  prize.  I 
can  see  colors  I  never  saw  before.  I’ve  begun 
to  approach  the  “normally  disillusioned  life” 
Jung  says  is  the  desired  result  of  therapy.  But 
the  basic  truth  is  we  are  not  recovering  into 
the  same  world.  My  stories  of  recovery  are 
not  interrupted  by  an  AZT  beeper,  as  John’s 
are.  I  will  always  carry  my  incest  history 
with  me,  but  not  in  my  blood  stream. 

•It’s  been  a  year  since  I  first  interviewed 
the  men  whose  experiences  prompted  this 
article.  I  see  Ken  on  the  street  one  day — he 
stands  taller,  more  self-possessed.  Paul  calls 
me,  he  is  in  therapy  now.  Buck  remembers 
more  and  more  of  his  abuse  every  day.  The 
stories  are  horrific. 

I  wander  through  Boston,  scribbling  notes 
to  myself,  trying  to  put  these  men’s  voices  in 
some  kind  of  order.  I  pass  the  restaurant 
where  Steve  is  waiting  tables.  Then,  in  the 
South  End,  near  where  I  first  spoke  with 
Robert,  I  wonder,  “Will  he  be  around  to  read 
this  article  when  it  comes  out?”  q 

©1991  Liz  G«l* 


1  Eight  of  the  men  are  white,  one  Latino.  They 
come  from  a  variety  of  class  backgrounds,  and  have 
differing  educational  levels,  from  high  school  to 
graduate  degrees. 

^As  of  this  writing,  I  have  been  able- to  1  .ate  two 
studies  that  included  any  information  about  the 
impact  of  child  sexual  abuse  on  high-risk  behavior 
and  HIV-infection.  The  first  is:  Sally  Zierler,  et  al., 
“Adult  Survivors  of  Child  Sexual  Abuse  and 
Subsequent  Risk  of  HIV  Infection,"  American 
Journal  of  Public  Health,  1991;  81:  572-575.  This 
study  is  the  result  of  a  larger  longitudinal  survey 
amongst  heterosexuals  with  non-zero  risk.  The 
results  were  based  on  responses  to  the  question 
“Have  you  ever  been  raped  or  forced  to  have  sex?” 
and  thus  may  result  in  significant  under-reporting  as 
survivors  of  child  sexual  abuse  often  don’t 
remember  their  abuse,  may  not  describe  it  in  these 
blunt  terms,  and  because  sexual  abuse  does  not 
always  include  the  penetration  implied  in  the 
question.  The  second  study  is:  Anthony  H.  Dekker, 
D.O.,  et  al.,  “The  Incidence  of  Sexual  Abuse  in  HIV 
infected  Adolescents  and  Young  Adults,"  Journal  of 
Adolescent  Health  Care,  1990;  11:263. 


^ For  more  complete  information  on  this  topic, 
see  The  Courage  to  Heal:  A  Guide  for  Women 
Survivors  of  Child  Sexual  Abuse,  by  Ellen  Bass  and 
Laura  Davis,  and  Victims  No  Longer:  Men 
Recovering  from  Incest  and  Other  Sexual  Child 
Abuse,  by  Mike  Lew. 


*  A  Survey  of  AIDS-Related  Knowledge,  Altitudes 
and  Behaviors  Among  Gay  and  Bisexual  Men  in 
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Greater  Boston:  A  Report  to  Community  Educators 
(Boston:  AIDS  Action  Committee  of  Massachusetts, 
1991) 

5Ron  Stall,  PhD,  MPH,  et  al.,  “Alcohol  and 
Drug  Use  During  Sexual  Activity  and  Compliance 
with  Safe  Sex  Guidelines  for  AIDS:  The  AIDS 
Behavior  Research  Project,”  Health  Education 
Quarterly  1986;  13:359-371. 

6As  of  May  31,  1991,  the  CDC  Ested  11,611 
cases  of  AIDS  in  which  gay  sex  and  IV  drug  use 
were  listed  as  routes  of  transmission.  The  total 
number  of  CDC -reported  cases  of  AIDS  in  gay  men 
asofMay31,  1991  was  115,340. 

^Petcr  J.  Flegg,  et  al.  “Continued  Injecting  Drug 
Use  as  a  Cofactor  for  Progression  of  HIV,” 
presented  at  the  Fifth  International  Conference  on 
AIDS,  June  4-9,  1989,  Montreal.  Also,  Enzo  Raise, 
et  aL  “Progression  of  ARC  To  AIDS  in  a  Population 
of  Drug  Abusers  and  Correlation  with  CD4 
Decrease  and  Rise  of  HIV1  Antigenaemia,” 
presented  at  same  conference. 

®Mike  Lew  in  an  interview  with  Pam  Mitchell: 
“The  Subject  is  Recovery  for  Male  Incest 
Survivors,”  Gay  Community  News,  May  28-June  3, 
1989,  p.  7. 

^Thank  you,  Abe  Rybeck. 

!®See  Arthur  LaPerriere,  et  al.,  “Psychosocial 
Stressors,  Immune  Function,  and  HIV-1  Infection,” 
Psychoimmunology  and  HIV-1,  eds.  N. 
Schneiderman,  et  al.,  (Basel,  Switzerland:  The 
World  Health  Organization,  forthcoming);  and, 
Janice  K.  Kiecolt-Glaser  and  Ronald  Glaser, 
“Psychological  Influences  on  Immunity: 
Implications  for  AIDS”,  American  Psychologist, 
November,  1988,  Vol.  43,  No.  11,  892-898. 

^Markham,  P.L.,  Salahuddin,  S.Z.,  et  al., 
“Hydrocortisone  and  some  other  hormones  enhance 
the  expression  of  HTLV-III”,  International  Journal 
of  Cancer,  37,  67-72. 

l^In  a  small  study  of  long-term  survivors  of 
AIDS  and  ARC,  Solomon  and  Temoshok  found  that 
these  traits  characterized  long-term  survivors  of 
AIDS;  these  traits  did  not  necessarily  characterize 
people  with  ARC. 

^Michael  Callen,  Surviving  AIDS,  New  York: 
HarperCollins,  1990,  p.  45. 

^Arthur  LaPerriere,  ibid. 

RESOURCES 

Hotlines: 

Child  Help  National  Child  Abuse 
Hotline,  800/422-4453.  A  24-hour  pro-gay 
service  that  offers  phone  counseling  and 
nationwide  referrals  for  adults  and  children. 

New  York  City  Gay  and  Lesbian  Anti- 
Violence  Hotline,  212/807-0197.  A  24-hour 
hotline  that  can  assist  gay  men  and  lesbians 
battered  by  their  partners. 

Books: 

Victims  No  Longer:  Men  Recovering  from 
Invest  and  Other  Sexual  Child  Abuse,  by 
Mike  Lew,  Harper  &  Row,  1990.  A  gay¬ 
positive  guide  for  male  survivors  of  child 
sexual  abuse. 

The  Courage  to  Heal:  A  Guide  for  Women 
Survivors  of  Child  Sexual  Abuse,  by  Ellen 
Bass  and  Laura  Davis,  Harper  &  Row,  1988. 
Written  for  women,  this  self-help 
masterpiece  has  been  helpful  to  countless 
men. 

Allies  in  Healing:  When  the  Person  You 
Love  was  Sexually  Abused  as  a  Child,  by 
Laura  Davis,  HarperCollins,  1991.  A 
wonderful  guide  for  parters,  friends  and 
families  of  child  sexual  abuse  survivors. 

Books  recommended  by  Mike  Lew: 

Men  Surviving  Incest,  by  T.  Thomas, 
Launch  Press,  $7.95. 

Male  Survivors:  12-Step  Recovery 
Program  for  Survivors  of  Child  Sexual 
Abuse,  by  Timothy  Sanders,  The  Crossing 
Press,  $12.95. 

The  Sexual  Healing  Journey,  by  Wendy 
Maltz,  HarperCollins,  $19.95. 

Organizations: 

Incest  Resources,  Inc.,  Cambridge 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  Street, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. 

This  organization  provides  educational  and 
resource  material  for  female  and  male  incest 
survivors  and  for  professionals  working  with 
survivors. 

Boston-area  therapists: 

Next  Step  Counseling,  Newton  Centre, 

332-6601 

Mark  Gianino,  Cambridge/Pembroke, 

1-826-8861 

Richard  Jacobs,  Brookline,  734-5770 

Al  Gentle,  Cambridge/Quincy,  491-3813 

Jim  Fereira,  Boston,  267-6525 
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POMO  AFRO  HOMOS 


YOU’VE  TRIED  THE  REST... 
COME  BACK  TO  THE  BEST! 


1 -900-407-3900 

Everywhere  $2/min. 

•  MUST  BE  18! 

VISA  OR  MC-HAVE  YOUR  CREDIT  CARD  READY! 

1-800-669-DATE 


$2/min  +50<t  service  charge  per  call-Touch-Tone  phone  required 
Gay  owned  and  operated.  More  info:  (305)  565-4455,  Ext:  1803 


TALKING  PERSONALS 


•  Thousands  of  Voice  Ads 

•  Dozens  of  Categories 

•  Hot  Dates  and  Friends 

•  Phone  Numbers  OR  Voicemail 

•  WHY  SETTLE  FOR  LESS? 


£v44 oCt  L’Ci/t 


STORIES  FROM  BLACK  GAY  LIFE 


DECEMBER  5-8 

THURSDAY,  FRIDAY,  SUNDAY  AT  8PM 
SATURDAY  AT  7:30  AND  10PM 


BCA  THEATRE 

539  TREMONT  ST. 

BOSTON’S  SOUTH  END 


Tickets:  $10 

At  the  door  or  from  Glad  Day, 
Skippy  White's  (Mass.  Ave., 
Boston)  and  the  AIDS  ACTION 
Committee 


(617)  437-6200  EXT.  480 


bn& 

.  2CJ 


©MEN,  Int.,  1991  SI. 95  min 


1  -900-884-2288 

S2  min 


HAVE  SOME 
FUN! 


Personals 

Confessions 

Fantasies 


1  -900-FU 
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rflecLAuteA 


SAVE  $2.00  BETWEEN 

3:00  AM-8:00  AM 

SPEAK  ONE  TO  ONE  WITH  BI-CAY- 
LESBIAN-SUBMISSIVE  AND  DOMINANT 
MEN  AND  WOMEN  WHO  ARE  INTO 
ALL  KINDS  OF  FUN  AND  FETISHES 

24  HOURS 

FREE  CALL  BACK 

ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  ACCEPTED 
PRE-PAY  BY  CHECK  OR  MONEY  ORDER 
INSIDE  AREA  CODES  508/617  $22.99 

CALL  1-800-564-3303 

NATIONAL  $27.99 

CALL  1-800-528-3303 


Personals 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to 
GCN  Box#,  Gay  Community  News ,  62  Berkeley 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  GCN 
Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be 
addressed  to  GCN  boxes  for  weeks  after  the  issue 
in  which  it  appears.  Check  carefully  to  be  sure 
you  have  the  correct  box  number! _ 

ALTERNATIVE 

LIFESTYLES 

1-900-740-6600 

Private  mailboxes  $1.39  minute 


IS  THIS  THE  RIGHT  PLACE 

for  a  GWM,  72,  living  on  the  southeast  coast, 
well-educated,  politically  left,  still  clicking, 
works  part  time,  owns  his  own  home,  to  find  him¬ 
self  a  mate?  If  you're  venturesome,  your  letter 
will  get  one  from  me.  GCN  Box  135  (23) 


We  knew  Zhang  in  China  '87-'88,  a  closeted 
Chinese  gay  man  (government  says  gays  don't 
exist).  Desperately  wants  to  come  to  U.S.,  geolo¬ 
gy  gradschool.  We  are  raising  money  for  him. 
Please  help  or  write.  Franny,  Friends  of  Zhang, 
Box  1601,  Brookline,  MA  02146  (23) 


OINK,  OINK,  OINK 

GM  sex  pig  has  little  time  but  lots  of  ideas. 
Morning,  afternoon  or  early  evening  quickies  in 
Boston  are  a  definite  possibility.  What  are  your 
likes?  Photo/Phone  to  GCN  Box  601. 


SF  gay  seeks  place  to  stay  (have  $)  Dec.  26?27? 
and/or  gay  scene  guidance.  Write:  Ernest  Krause, 
537  Jones  St.  #8778,  SF.CA  94102  (21) 


SANTA  IS  SINGLE!!!... 

...But  not  for  long — he's  meeting  LOTS  of  HOT 
men  for  the  holidays  through  R.M.C.  Don't  be 
caught  alone  under  the  mistletoe  this  Holiday! 
(617)  848-0027  (23) 


I'M  A  SLUT 

Let  me  lick  your  hairy  forearms  while  you  beat 
your  meat  and  spunk  off  in  my  face.  GCN  Box 
358. 


Skinny  small  boned,  fern  voice,  wants  monster, 
satanist,  punk,  I  like  fat,  soft  skinney,  breasts, 
acne,  big  noses,  bald.  No  sodimites.  No  true 
effeminites.Hungar  Bernstein  9801  S.  157th  pi. 
Gilbert  Arizona  85234  (21) 


ANONYMOUS  LESBIAN  SEX 

Wanted:  women  who  have  had  anonymous  les¬ 
bian  sexual  experiences  (incl.  phone  sex).  Two 
lesbian  videographers  seek  subjects  to  be  inter¬ 
viewed  off  camera  for  experimental  video  on  this 
subject.  GCN  Box  #F1 0Z  (21 ) 


Wanted:  hot  dyke  who  knows  how  to  give  a  good 
time.  Be  political  but  not  correct.  No  emotional 
juveniles.  Write  this  hot  babe  at  GCN  Box  LEZ 

(22) 


LOS  ANGELES 

GWF,  34,  intelligent,  attractive,  hard-working 
professional  w/integrity  and  sense  of  humor  seeks 
similar.  I  enjoy  music,  camping,  the  beach,  cook¬ 
ing  (vegetarian),  romantic  weekends.  Not  looking 
for  an  instant  relationship,  but  I  am  open  to  the 
various  possibilities  that  may  develop.  Non 
drug/alchohol  abusers.  P.O.  Box  411361,  Eagle 
Rock,  CA  90041.  (20) 


Woman  seeking  woman;  spouse.  Live  lesbian 
lifestyle,  I  am  friendly.  Apt.  #513,  Plantation 
Tower,  501  Plantation  St.  Worcester,  Mass.  Tel: 
752-2179  or  762-3010  (24) 


Announcements 


OBERLIN  ALUMNI 

Join  the  largest  official  lesbian,  gay,  bisexual 
alumni  group.  Regional  meetings,  campus 
reunions,  newsletter.  OLGBA,  Oberlin  Alumni 
Association,  Bosworth  Hall,  Oberlin,  OH  44074 

(25) 


TAKE  ME— I'M  YOURS 

Looking  for  a  loving  home  for  beautiful  calico 
cat.  Spayed  female,  up-to-date  on  shots,  vaccines. 
Hate  to  let  her  go,  but  my  asthma  is  getting  the 
best  of  me.  Call:  (508)  5267482  after  6  p.m,  or 
leave  message.  (21) 


Radio/Cable  for/about  us.  Send  SI  &  SASE  for 
program  list  to  John  Zeh,  1455  Chapin  St.  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20009-4510 


Wanted 


DICTIONARIES 

We  need  them  for  the  prisoner  project  in  a  BIG 
way.  If  you  come  across  a  lot  of  cheap  dictionar¬ 
ies  and  want  to  send  them  our  way,  please  do. 
They  are  invaluable  to  prisoners.  They  can  be 
dropped  off  at  the  Red  Bookstore  in  JP  or  at 
GCN.  Please  call  426-4469  if  you  have  any  ques¬ 
tions. 
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BOLD _ 
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COPY 


Attach  extra  sheets  as  needed;  each  word  after  25  words  is  25 1,  business  ads  35 1 


BASIC  COST 

□  Non-business: 

$6  for  1st  25  words;  254  for  each  addtl  word 

$ _ per  ad  x _ (number  of  runs) 

G  Business: 

$8  for  1st  25  words;  354  for  each  addtl  word 
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HEADINO 
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DISCOUNTS 

10-20  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10% 
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31+  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20% 

BOX  SERVICE 
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BOXED  DISPLAY  CLASSIFIEDS 
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RLE  WITH 
US  FOR 
PEACE 
OF  MIND 


Across  the  country  people  are  using  the 
EZ  PEACE  form  to  turn  their  tax  dollars 
from  war  to  peace. 

The  Alternative  Revenue  Service: 

A  Chance  for  Change. 

Organizers  packet  ($5  each),  EZ  PEACE 
form  and  campaign  details  available  from: 
ARS,  339  Lafayette  St.,  NY,  NY  10012 
800/955-PEACE 


•  Individual  •  Group  •  Couple 

Allan  Singer  L.I.C.S.W. 

Psychotherapist 

* 

Copley  Sg.  Boston,  MA  (6171 266-2240 
Health  insurance  accepted 


General  Dentistry 

John  C.  Barna,  dmd 


581  Boylston  Street  4th  floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


The  Imw  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  &  Associates,  P.C. 

•  David  R.  Lund  •  Barbara  Macy 
•  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 

Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relationships  •  Discrimination  •  Probate  of  Estates  • 
Driving  Under  the  Influence  •  Business 
Representation  •  Relationship  Agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Pracitice  of  Law  •  Condo 
Conversion 

529  Newbury  St..  •  Boston  •  (617)  266-0760 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 


Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Help  Wanted 


Data  Coordinator 

Half-time  position  for  person  with  solid 
computer  experience,  preferably  with  the 
Comm,  of  Mass.  MIS  system.  As  part 
of  Acupuncture  Detox  program,  will  in¬ 
put  entry/discharge  info,  keep  client  logs 
for  billing  &  stats,  other  related  tasks. 
Other  admin,  assistance  to  program 
coordinator.  Some  client  contact. 
Knowledge  of  Lotus  1-2-3,  dBase  III  or 
FoxPlus  desired,  as  is  WordPerfect  5.1 

Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter  to 
Personnel,  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center,  7  Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02115.  No  phone  calls,  please.  FCHC  is 
committed  to  equal  opportunity  employ¬ 
ment.  People  of  color,  women,  lesbians 
and  gay  men  are  encouraged  to  apply. 

Fenway  Community 
=1  :  Health  Center 


SUMMER  BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITY 

For  a  young  enterprising  teacher  (college  or  prep 
school  with  summers  off).  Be  in  your  twenties 
with  youth  experience,  camping  (or  better  yet, 
outdoor  education)  experience,  intellectually  and 
physically  fit,  friendly  and  competent.  A  new  and 
exciting  company  is  forming  made  up  of  people 
like  you.  Ground  floor  opportunity  in  an  adven¬ 
ture  with  great  potential  for  the  right  person! 
Please  send  current  resume  to:  Independent 
Camping,  Box  1372,  Stony  Brook,  NY  11790 

(22) 


AIDS  INFORMATION  COORDINATOR 

at  the  National  Prison  Project  of  the  ACLU 
Foundation.  Coordinator  is  involved  with  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  tasks  focusing  on  the  issue  of  AIDS  in 
prison  including  monitoring  corrections  policies 
and  maintaining  files  of  procedures  regarding 
treatment  of  HIV-infected  prisoners;  responding 
to  information  requests  on  AIDS  and  prison 
issues;  updating  NPP  “AIDS  and  Prison 
Bibliography;”  filling  orders  and  helping  to 
develop  and  market  NPP  AIDS  educational  mate¬ 
rials;  working  as  a  paralegal  on  AIDS  prison 
cases.  The  ideal  candidate  will  have  a  knowledge 
of  the  many  complex  issues  involving  AIDS  and 
HIV;  have  a  commitment  to  prisoner  rights  issues 
and  AIDS  advocacy;  the  ability  to  work  and  net¬ 
work  with  prisoners,  corrections  staff,  AIDS  edu¬ 
cators,  reporters;  writing  and  editing  skills;  and  be 
familiar  with  word  processing  and  the  use  of 
computers.  Candidates  with  some  paralegal  back- 

f round  will  be  strongly  considered.  Salary  is 
20,000-525,000,  with  excellent  benefits. 
Applications  should  include  a  current  resume,  the 
names  and  phone  numbers  of  three  references, 
and  one  general  writing  sample.  Applications 
should  be  sent  in  by  December  15, 1991  to:  Kelly 
Gardner,  National  Prison  Project  of  the  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union,  1875  Connecticut  Avenue, 
N.W.,  Suite  410,  Washington,  D.C.  20009. 

(21) 


AUDITIONS 

for  the  Theater  Offensive's  annual  production  of 
Pure  PolyESTHER.  Needed:  Men  and  women, 
especially  people  of  color,  who  are  inventive 
comic  actors  and  strong  singers.  Must  move  well. 
For  gay/lesbian  political,  musical  burlesque  based 
on  the  bibilical  book  of  Esther.  Circus  skills  a  big- 
plus  I  Prepare  a  song  (bring  sheet  music  in  your 
key).  Room  491,  MIT  Student  Center,  Mass  Ave, 
Cam.  Wed,  Dec  11,  7-9:30  p.m.,  Fri.  Dec  13,  7- 
9:30  p.m.,  SaL  Dec  14, 10  a.fn.-12  p.m.  350-6184 


WANTED:  MUSICIANS  FOR  HOT  QUEER 
BAND 

Adult  Children  of  Heterosexuals  is  looking  for 
back-up  singers  and  keyboard  player,  versatility 
and  strong  stage  presence  a  plus,  queers  of  color 
strongly  encouraged  to  check  it  out.  Call  547- 
7728 


For  Sale 


ANTI-SEMITISM:  AWARENESS  AND 
ACTION 

A  resource  book  from  New  Jewish  Agnda.  Anti- 
Semitism  in  rightwing  and  progressive  move¬ 
ments.  Jewish  American  Princess.  Anti-Semitism 
on  campus.  Anti-semitism,  racism,  class. 
Essays — interviews — C-R  questions.  1/S5.50+ 
($1 .35  p/h  for  the  first  copy  and  $.50  each  addi¬ 
tional);  6/530  and  10/545  (53.50  p/h  for  6-10). 
Checks  payable  to  “NJA"  64  Fulton  St.  #1100, 
NYC,  10038  (23) 


EXCLUSIVELY  FOR  INMATES 

Everything  from  TV's  to  sneaks  and  socks  whole¬ 
sale  prices.  Free  brochure.  Inside  Shopper,  219P 
Berlin  Road,  Suite  1 85,  Cheny  Hill,  NJ  08034 

(27) 


MOUTH  FULL 

creative  T-shirt  design  says  it  all!  Also,  “Gay  Is 
The  Way”  and  “Dancing  To  A  Different  Beat.” 
Sizes  M-L-XL.  Only  $14.95  each,  or  ALL  (3) 
$37.95.  Send  check  or  money  order  to:  Bizall 
1128  Pleasant  Valley  Road,  #205-2  Cleveland, 
OH  44134-6711  (22) 
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Roommates 


TRY  GCJfS 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE  AD 

All  roommate  and  house¬ 
mate  ads  that  are  prepaid 
for  two  weeks 
we  will  run  until  you 
find  a  roommate. 

Ads  are  not  automatically  renewed. 
You  must  call  in  every  additional  week 
you  want  the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls 
for  renewals  will  be  accepted  on 
Fridays  until  3  pm.  426-4469. 


ROOMATE  WANTED 

3  LF  seek  fourth  for  spacious  JP  house  dose  to 
Centre  Street  and  T.  Front  porch,  off-street  park¬ 
ing,  washer,  large  bam.  $300+  util.  Call  522-8235 


VIOLATE  OUR  SPACE 

A  coupla'  dykes  sitting  around  looking  for  a  third. 
We  are  vegetarian,  easygoing  and  even  though  we 
are  lesbians,  we  have  cals.  Our  J.P.  apt  is  sunny, 
spacious,  close  to  T  and  bike  path.  We're  political, 
independent  and  gabby.  Room  up  for  grabs  is  big 
and  beautiful!  Rent  is  an  astoundingly  low  $216+. 
Call  524-2952. 


QUEER  CAMBRIDGEPORT  COOP 

We’re  looking  for  wimmin,  women  or  girlz  for 
mixed  dyke/fag  home.  Our  fabulously  beautiful 
longstanding  co-op  is  conveniently  located  in  a 
safe,  friend!)  neighborhood.  Five  minutes  from 
red  line.  864-1466 


MELVILLE  PARK 

GM,  seek  1  more.  LR,  Dr  sunrm,  porch,  mega 
yard,  BIG  bedrm.  Near  T.  $325+.  825-2722  (14) 


PONDSIDE  JP 

3  LFs  seek  4th  for  independent  household.  Large, 
beautiful  apt.  with  2  rooms  of  your  own  plus 
common  space.  2  bathrooms,  wash/dryer.  Drug, 
alcohol,  smoke  free.  No  more  cats.  Avail.  Jan  1st 
(or  before)  $350+  524-8040  or  522-4720  (19) 


WATERTOWN  SQUARE 

LF  acupuncture  student  seeks  same  to  share  cozy 
apartment  on  Charles  River  two  blocks  from 
Watertown  Square.  $337+  924-1317  (20) 


Apartments 


HAVERHILL  MA 

Roommate  wanted — new  3  bedroom  house.  Quiet 
residential  area  off  street  parking.  W/D  all  utils, 
incl  2  mins  to  495.  $375  month.  Call  Mike  (508) 
521-0504  (21) 


Trees,  view,  breezes,  sunlight,  hardwood,  offstreet 
parking.  Quiet  neighborhood  near  T.  One  bed¬ 
room  apartment  $485  including  all  utilities. 
Drugfree  women  and  gay  house.  436-2583.  (23) 


BRIGHTON  CENTER 

2  bedroom  in  a  2  family  house.  Eat-in  kitchen. 
Clean.  Quiet.  Parking.  No  smoking.  $695  plus 
utilities.  Call  Cheryl  254-9203  (20) 


CHARMING  2  BEDROOM 

Boston,  Savin  Hill,  Hardwood  Floors,  Euro-Bath, 
lots  of  storage,  yard,  nice  area,  owner  occupied, 
steps  to  JFK  T,  UMass,  X-way,  $650+  util.  288- 
4213.  (23) 


NEW  LESBIAN  MAGAZINE! 

Deneuve — written  by  lesbians,  about  lesbians  and 
for  lesbians.  1  yr  subscription  (6  issues)  $20.96. 
Send  check/money  order  to:  FRS  Enterprises, 
2336  Market  Street  #15,  SF,  CA  94114.  Discreet 
mailing.  (23) 


BROOMSTICK 

A  quarterly  national  feminist  political  journal  by, 
for  and  about  women  over  forty,  3543  18th  sL  #3, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110.  Yearly  subscriptions: 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20  (U.S.  funds),.  Overseas  and 
Institutions  $25.  Sample  copy  $5.  Free  to  incar¬ 
cerated  women  over  forty.  A  magazine  of  midlife 
and  long-living  women's  personal  experiences 
and  positive  images  of  ourselves  and  our  strug¬ 
gles;  a  network  of  over-forty  women  who  are 
committed  to  opposing  agism  and  sexism  and  to 
developing  our  understanding  of  our  lives. 


RYAN’S  VISION  QUARTERLY 

Is  a  new  publication  for  citizens  &  prisoners  with 
AIDS.,  We  report  on  treatments,  news,  activism, 
statistics  etc.  in  the  prison  system.  $20  annually 
to:  Ryan's  Vision,  Suite  6F,  277  Prospect  Ave, 
Hackensack,  NJ,  07601.  Free  to  Prisoners.  (19) 


PRISONERS 

SEEKING 

FRIENDS 

I  haven't  been  in  contact  with  the  gay 
community  since  my  incarceration.  A. 
“Rusty”  Campbell,  D-10427  RA-331U, 
PO  Box  705,  Soledad,  CA  93960-0705 


A  VERY  SPECIAL  PLACE 

MELROSE:  Handsome  mahogany  furnished 
room  in  large,  updated,  fine  Victorian  home. 
Central  air,  washer/dryer,  offstreet  parking,  cable, 
deck,  gardens,  and  many  extras.  Enjoy  the  quiet, 
security,  spaciousness  of  the  suburbs  while  only 
17  minutes  to  downtown  Boston  from  convenient 
T  stop.  Nonsmoking  male.  $395  including  utili¬ 
ties.  665-6082 


EAST  ARLINGTON— WALK  TO  T 

2  lesbians  plus  cat  seek  lesbian  25+  to  share  our 
home.  Good  communication,  sense  of  humor, 
open  to  racial  diversity.  No  smoke,  drugs,  mini¬ 
mum  alcohol.  Beautiful,  spacious  apartment 
$330+,  643-2426. 


BIG  HOUSE/SEMI-COOP 

in  Cambridgeport,  near  T.  imagine-your  very  own 
big,  sunny  room  and  study  for  the  low  price  of 
$286!  (only  one  condition-  you  must  be  a  respon¬ 
sible/fun  LF)  2  LFs  with  a  dog  &  a  cat  await  your 
call,  evenings  at  661-6771.  (hrsh) 


PONDSIDE  J.P. 

3  LFs  seek  4th  for  big  beautiful  apt.  Friendly, 
independent  house;  porches,  w/d,  parking.  Two 
rooms  of  your  own  wired  for  private  phone.  No 
smokers,  no  pets.  $365+.  Avail.  Nov.  or  Dec.  1. 
522-9760  (16) 


SOBER  ROOMATE  WANTED  12/1 

GM  28  and  friendly  housecat  seek  L  or  GM  to 
share  spacious  apt.  on  Cambridge/Belmont  line. 
Near  bus.  7  min.  ride  to  Harvard  Sq.  No 
alcohol/drugs/  "trick  traffic."  1  am  smoker  (rigs. 
OK).  12-steppers  esp.  welcome.  Call  Michael 
484-1389  leave  msg.  $325  plus  1/2  utils.  (17) 


ALLSTON 

4  Queer  Ls  seeking  2  more  to  share  sober,  semi¬ 
coop,  no  hassle  household.  Near  T  and  bus.  230 
and  254/mnth  +  utL  254-0448  (1 6) 


FUN,  FRIENDLY  APT  IN  J.P. 

1  LF,  1  BiF  seek  1  LF  for  progressive,  semi-coop, 
veggie  apt  $250+  4  blks  from  T,  3  blks  from 
Centre  SL  Lots  of  commonspace,  yard,  driveway, 
sm.  porch.  We  are  non-smoke,  sober,  fun.  522- 
9351  (10) 


2ND  &  3RD  FLOOR  IN  E.  ARLINGTON 

2LFs  seek  3rd  for  spacious,  sunny  3BDR.  Yard, 
porches,  laundry,  off-street  parking,  own  phone 
line.  No  smk/pets  $400  +  util.  Call  648-0970  or 
648-1724.  (18) 


HARVARD  SQUARE  AREA 

LF  seeks  25+  LF,  BI  or  SF  to  share  2  bedroom 
apt.  5  min  from  harvard  square.  W/D  and  fire¬ 
place.  No  smoking.  $337.50  utilities  included. 
Call  864-6609.  (20) 


DORCHESTER,  Shawmut,  2  min.  to  T.  Large 
kitchen  +  living  room,  front  +  back  porches.  1 
room  $250+  util.  2  room  suite  $350+  util.  Call 
Dave  825-8234.  (19) 


GREAT  HOME 

2  LFs  and  dog  seek  L  to  share  friendly,  comfort¬ 
able  house  with  yard  in  Somerville.  5  min.  walk 
to  Davis  Sq  and  T.  No  smoke,  drugs,  min.  alco¬ 
hol.  $323 +,  776-6612  (18) 


FEMINIST  VEG.  COOP! 

CAMBRIDGE/SOMERVILLE  LINE! 

4  women  and  2  cals  seek  IF  for  large  sunny  coop, 
2  fls,  garden,  fun!  No  smoke/drugs.  $235+  util, 
avail.  1/1  666-9889  (23) 


SOMERVILLE 

West  Arlington  line.  2  bed.  W.W.  EIK,  driveway, 
near  Tufts,  bus  and  redline.  $625/mo.  Call  628- 
5028.  (22) 


Publications 


The  American 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Atheist 

for  a  free  sample  copy  wri  te: 

AGLA,  TO  Box  66711, 
Houston,  TX  77266-6711 
Pial-a-Cay  Atheist  (713)  880-4242 


THE  OTHER  SIDE  OF  THE  STORY 

That's  what  you  get  inside  every  issue  of  IN 
THESE  TIMES.  We've  built  our  reputation  on 
addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  media 
ignores,  and  that's  why  our  unique  point  of  view 
has  been  trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for  fif¬ 
teen  years.  Experience  the  very  best  in  alternative 
American  journalism  by  ordering  a  sample  copy 
today.  Write:  IN  THESE  TIMES,  2040  N. 
Milwaukee  Ave.,  Chicago,  1L  60647  or  subscribe 
toll  free  from  anywhere  in  the  U.S.:  (800)  435- 
0715.  GIVE  US  A  TRY.  WE'LL  GIVE  YOU 
THE  VIEW  FROM  THE  OTHER  SIDE 


WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada, 
$25finstitutions.  Free  sample  on  request.  THE 
WOMEN'S  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women's 
Research  Center,  Wellesley,  MA  021 81 .  (ex) 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of 
commentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor 
by  and  for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  correct  Sample 
$1.50  sub.  $6  more  if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro, 
No.  236G.SF.CA  94114.  (18.35) 


GAYELIflOW 

since  mbmi 


1973 


Accommodations,  AIDS/HIV  rssourcsa,  tiara, 
bookstores,  various  businesses,  health  cars, 
legal  services,  organizations, publicationa, 
religious  groups,  switchboards,  therapists, 
travel  agents,  &  much  mors,  lor  gay  woman 
and  man. 

All  prices  below  INCLUDE  FIRST  CLASS 
POSTAGE  to  USA,  Canada  &  Mexico  in 
sealed,  discreet  envelopes  Mailing  lists  are 
strictly  confidential. 

Orders  from  ouside  USA  (including  Canada  & 
Mexico)  payment  must  be  in  US  Funds  payable 
on  a  US  bank,  or  by  Po6t  Office  or  American 
Express  money  order.  (We  suggest  you  try  a 
local  bookstore  first,  to  avoid  possible  Customs 
probiemsi) 

US/CANADA.  Canada  and  USA  lor  women  A 
men.  City  by  bty  information  tor  all  US  Stales, 
Canadian  Provinces,  and  the  US  Virgin  Islands, 
plus  nationwide  resources  including 
headtyiartere  o I  national  organizations  and 
caucuses:  pubticaiions.  mail  order  companies, 
etc.  112.00;  outside  N.  America  $17  (airmail) 
NEW  YOHK/NEW  JERSEY  NY  l  NJ.  separate 
Women's  Section.  Manhattan  bar  notes  by  Jerry 
Fitzpatrick.  $5.00;  outside  N.  America  $6 

(airmail) 

SOOTHE RN/Sout ham  MidwaaL  64  pafies.  At. 
A Z.  AH.  FL.  GA.  KS.  KY  LA,  MS.  MOJ^TnC. 
OK.  PR.  SC.  TN.  TX.  Virgin  Islands.  VA. 
$5.00;  outside  N.  America  $6  (airmail) 
NORTHEAST.  CT.  DE.  DC.  ME.  MA,  NH.  OH. 
PA.  Rl.  VT.  WV  $5.00;  ouaide  N.  America  $8 

(airmail) 

RENAISSANCE  HOUSE.  BOX  2S243CN 
VTLLAGE  STATION,  NEW  YORK,  NY 
10014-02*2  (212)  674-0120 


West  Indian  prisoner  seeking  friendship 
with  TVs  and  feminine  guys.  Soon  to  be 
released.  Lewellyn  George,  Box  618,  135 
State  SL  Auburn  NY,  13024 


Seeking  to  recapture  the  laughter  of  life 
through  correspondence.  William  S. 
Hoggard,  #051274,  FSP,  PO  Box  747, 
Starke,  FL  32091 


Black  man,  age  29.  Interested  in  all  races, 
ranging  from  age  20-48.  Dario  Moore, 
#083236-D36,  Polk  Correctional  Institution, 
3876  Evans  Road  Box  50,  Plk  City,  FL 
33868-9213 


Bi  male,  I  could  be  all  you  needed  in  a 
friend.  Daniel  C.  Jones,  361247-B-170,  500 
Orange  Ave  Circle,  Belle  Glade,  FL  33430 


Getting  out  in  Jan  '92,  seek  penpals 
everywhere.  Tommy  Keesee,  #108186, 
3735  Riversade  Dr.,  Knox.  Comm.  Service 
Center,  Knoxville,  TN,  37914 


Looking  for  someone  sweet  who  will  a  very 
lonely  person.  Please  take  a  chance.  Robert 
Hunter  E81865  A-6-107-U,  PO  Box  7000, 
Crescent  City,  CA,  95531 


GM,  24.  If  you  are  lonely  as  I  am  we  should 
meet.  No  games.  David  Armstrong,  185607, 
PO  Box  97,  McAl ester  OK  74502 


Lonely,  very  caring  and  honest  person 
looking  for  someone  special.  All  letters 
welcome.  Leo  Hunt  Jr.  One  Administration 
Rd,  Bridgewater,  MA  02324 


Former  computer  professional,  I  have  a  B.S. 
in  computer  science.  I  have  never 
experienced  such  boredom  until  now. 
Michael  Grove,  #239705,  PO  Box  209, 
Orient,  OH  43146.  It's  the  mind  that  counts! 


Ex -Army  Ranger  Captain,  degreed  from 
Oregon,  Princeton,  Tulane.  Many  interests. 
Candid,  no  games.  Seek  friendships.  Ian 
Redford,  #146171,  G4C-227,  1000  SL  Clair 
Rd,  Springville,  AL  35146 

36  y.o.  GM.  HIV+,  passive  would  like  to 
write  other  active  top  males.  NAMBLA 
subscribers  welcome.  Can't  write  prisoners. 
Arthur  Martin,  885730,  PO  Box  473  A3 
North,  Westville,  IN  46391 


28  y.o.  Black  male,  would  like  to 
correspond  with  those  on  the  outside  that 
are  very  sincere,  caring  and  understanding. 
Soon  to  be  released.  Donte  Speed, 
#87B1268,  POBox  2000  Pine  City,  New 
York.  14871 


GM,  can't  get  the  paper,  but  I  can 
correspond  with  people.  Please  write. 
Robert  Robinson,  #128141, 3201  Bemis  Rd, 
Ypsilanti,  MI  48197 


BM,  23  y.o.,  feels  lonely  and  left  out,  needs 
a  true  friend.  Seeking  correspondence  with 
someone  honest  and  sincere.  Kevin  M. 
DenL  PO  Box  215,  Maury  N.C.  28554 


Volunteers 


CAN  YOU  SPARE  SOMETIME? 

The  GCN  Prisoner  Project  needs  volunteers  for 
fabulous  adventures  in  xeroxing,  metering,  and 
other  exciting  opportunities.  Call  Rebecca  at 
426-4469  for  details. 


VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

The  Arts  Group  is  open  to  most  of  the  women  liv¬ 
ing  at  MCI  Framingham.  The  group  meets 
Monday  evening  from  7:00  -  9:00  pm.  For  more 
info  call  Dunya  at  547-6429  or  Laura  at  720- 
4012. 


OUTWRITE  *92  IN  BOSTON 

OutWrite  '92  Planning  Committee  seeks  eager 
beavers  and  diligent  domo  homos  to  serve  on 
conference  working  groups.  OutWrite  '92,  the 
national  lesbian  and  gay  writer’s  conference,  will 
be  here  March  20-22, 1992  in  Boston  and  will  be 
co-sponsored  by  OutlLook  and  Gay  Community 
News.  Call  Sue  at  426-4469. 


WOMEN  SEEKING 
FRIENDS 


I'm  31  yrs  old.  I  enjoy  outdoor  sports, 
reading,  writing  and  music.  I'm  a  very  good 
listener.  I  don't  get  much  mail  so  I  would 
like  to  hear  from  a  few  people  who  can 
relate  to  how  it  is  being  alone.  I  can't  write 
to  prisoners.  Roslyn  Tate,  #007271,  PO  Box 
180,  Muncy,  PA  17756 


22  y.o.  female,  dominant  and  aggressive 
type,  wild  and  exciting,  but  very  intelligent 
with  a  great  sense  of  humor,  looking  for  an 
older  woman,  for  serious  relationship.  Clara 
D.  Wittier,  #B  15 1937,  Box  584,  Pembroke 
Pines,  FL  33024.  Can’t  write  prisoners, 
sorry. 


I  could  use  very  good  friends.  I'm  sincere 
and  look  for  affectionate  gays.  Johnny 
Baston,  #112372,  Camp-J-Cuda,  l-R-5, 
Louisiana  State  Penitentiary,  Angola,  LA 
70712 


24  y.o.  BiM  wanting  to  find  out  what  is 
happening  in  gay  community.  Looking  for 
friendship.  Vince  Dzurko,  #144892,  PO 
Box  788,  Mansfield,  OH  44901 


Spanish  GM  40  y.o.  soon  to  be  released 
looking  to  correspond  with  other  gays.  G. 
Martinez,  A63863  100  Hillcrest  Rd,  East 
Moine,  IL,  61244 


I'd  like  to  attempt  friendships  with  other 
brothers  and  sisters  in  society.  I'm  30  y.o., 
sincere,  lovable  and  humorous.  Herbert 
Chapman,  #068301,  Florida  State  Prison, 
PO  Box  74,  Starke,  FL  32091 


GM  41  y.o.  doing  12  years  looking  for  a 
pen  pal  to  help  pass  the  time.  Dwain 
Rasmussene,  98296,  PO  Box  2000,  U-127, 
Vacaville,  CA  95696 


Hispanic  GM.  The  world  has  become  such  a 
cold  place  to  be.  Anyone  left  who  believes 
in  love  and  romance?  Frank  Hernandez, 
#17973-054,  Box  1000,  Oxford,  WI 53952 


Open  minded  person,  believes  that 
friendship  is  golden.  Alvin  Gainey, 
#040754,  Martin  Correctional  Insti.,  1150 
SW  Allapattah  Rd,  Indiantown  FL  34956 


BiM,  25,  into  body/mind  building.  New  to 
gay  style.  Robin  Cooper,  380563,  PO  Box 
16,  Lovelady.TX  75851 

Muscular,  sincere,  well-hung  stud  seeks 
queen  or  feminine  gay  male.  Age,  looks, 
race  unimportant.  Relax  and  be  yourself. 
James  Penn,  #115770,  FSP  Po  Box  747,  J-I- 
N-9,  Starke,  FL  32091 


Hoping  to  hear  from  TS's  who  would  enjoy 
meeting  a  young  man  who  only  loves  our 
little  darlings  of  society.  Richard  King 
#281225,  T.R.  Correction^  Center,  PO  Box 
888,  D6-09-02,  Monroe,  WA  98272 


Black  GM  into  bodybuilding,  very  creative 
and  I  love  people.  Race  not  important. 
Bring  a  little  joy  into  my  life.  Robert  Lee 
Thomas,  001092  #BB205B,  Tomoka  Core. 
Insti.  3950  Tiger  Bay  Rd,  Daytona  Beach, 
FL  32124 


Lonely  male  looking  for  someone  to  write. 
Peter  Gingros,  Box  14  SHU  Concord,  NH 
03301 


14*  DECEMBER  8-14,  1991  •  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


12  December,  Cambridge  ♦  Poets  Respond  to  AIDS. 

Featuring  Walta  Borawski,  David  Eberly,  Roy  Gonsalves, 
MArie  Howe  and  Michael  Klein. Boylston  Hall,  Harvard  Yard. 
7:30pm.  right:  Walta  Boraski 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the  Monday 
before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos  encouraged! 
Listings  may  also  be  sent  electronically  by  the 
Please  specify  If  event  is  or  Is  not  wheelchair  acces¬ 
sible  anchor  sign  language  Interpreted.  Please  use 
our  format  as  a  guide  for  listings,  including  time, 
date,  place,  and  a  contact  person.  All  listings  must 
be  typed.  Please  note  that  listings  are  printed  only 
as  space  allows;  we  regret  that  we  cannot  print 
every  submission. 

Phone  numbers  listed  are  In  the  617  area  code,  and 
cities  are  In  Massachusetts,  unless  otherwise  noted. 

7  Saturday 

Boston  ♦  Women's  Coffeehouse,  featuring  Doshie 
Powers.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St.  8pm.  $6  sug¬ 
gested  donation.  For  more  info  247-2927. 

Washington,  D.C.  ♦  Smithsonian  Resident 
Associate  Program  holds  seminar:  The  Fate  ot  the 
Avant-Garde  in  Nazi  Germany.  9:30am  -  5:45  pm. 
$65  for  non-members;  $40  for  students.  Info:  (202) 
357-3030. 

Cambridge  ♦  Women  performers,  musicians, 
dancers,  etc.  needed  for  8th  Annual  International 
Women's  Day  Video  Festival.  Noon-6  pm. 
Cambridge  Center  for  Adult  Education,  42  Brattle 
St. 

Boston  ♦  A  Remembrance.  The  premiere  staged 
reading  of  a  play  by  Marie  R.  Wit.  $7.  7  pm.  3  Joy 
St.  Info:  (508)  481-0331. 

Boston  ♦  Realistic,  streetwise  self-defense.  An  8 
hr.,  2  day  workshop  for  women  and  girls.  Also  Dec. 
8.  Sanchln  Women's  School  of  Karate  and  Self- 
Defense.  Info:  547-3889. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Third  Annual  Auction  for  the  Arts  at 
the  Jamaica  Plain  Firehouse  Multicultural  Art 
Center.  $7  advance,  $10  door.  7-11  pm.  Info:  524- 
3816. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Fourth  Annual  Holiday  Crafts  and 
Imports  Festival  at  the  Jamaica  Plain  Firehouse 
Multicultural  Art  Center.  First  three  weekends  of  the 
month.  Free.  Info:  524-3816. 

8  Sunday 

&«ciQn  «  Candace  Lee  van  Auken.  Author  of  Kite 
Maker  rendc  at  Gald  DAy  Bookshop.  673  Boylston 
St.  7pm.  For  more  into  067-3010. 

Boston  ♦  Ninth  Annual  Holiday  Auction  sponsored 
by  AIDS  Action  Committee.  The  agency's  longest 
running  fundraising  event  featues  items  from  Bette 
Midler,  Vincent  Price,  Ronald  Reagan  and  more. 
Free.  For  more  Info  437-6200  x347. 

Boston  ♦  New  England  Assoc,  of  Lesbian,  Gay  & 
Bisexual  Psychologists.  Monthly  Meeting.  The 
Center.  338  Newbury  St.  lOam-noon. 

9  Monday 

Cambridge*  Boston  Bisexual  Women's  Network, 
Introductory  meeting.  All  women  welcome.  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30pm.  For  more  info  364- 
6658 

Boston  ♦  The  Committee  on  Lesbian/Gay/BIsexual 
Issues,  NASW  (Mass  Chapter)  Invite  all  Interested 
social  workers  to  discussion  on  "Therapeutic 
Boundaries  and  Self-disclosure’.  For  more  Info  964- 
3448. 

New  York  ♦  Graphic  Fact:  An  exhibition  of  AIDS 
posters  from  around  the  world.  Presented  by  The 
National  Museum  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  History  and 
The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Center.  For  info 
(212)  533-1665. 

1 0  Tuesday 

Cambridge  ♦  This  is  Not  a  Test.  Solo  burlesque 
show  about  AIDS  by  Abe  Rybeck.  Kresge  Little 
Theatre,  MIT,  Mass.  Ave.  $8.50.  8pm.  For  more  into 
547-7728. 

Somerville  ♦  Healing  Service  for  All  Those  Affected 
by  AIDS.  First  Congregational  Church,  95  College 
Ave.  8:30pm.  For  more  info  628-7665. 

Amherst  ♦  P-FLAG,  Pioneer  Valley  celebrates  their 
5th  anniversary.  Grace  Episcopal  Church,  Parish 
Hall.  6:30  pm.  For  Info  (413)  532-4883. 

1 1  Wednesday 

Cambridge  ♦  "A  Shot  In  the  Arm,"  benefit  for  ACT 
UP  with  Bulkhead.  High  Risk  Group  and  Pop 
Smear.  Middle  East  Restaurant.  9pm.  18+.  $6.  For 
info  492-2887. 

Cambridge  ♦  Poison  ,  film  directed  by  Todd 
Haynes.  Shown  at  MIT,  Bldg.  66,  rm  110.  25  Ames 
St.  7&9pm.  For  more  Info  253-3599. 

Springfield  ♦  Gayness,  Oppression.  Homophobia 
Series  at  Springfield  College  continues.  Topic: 
"Religious  Support  Groups."  Locklln  Hall,  233.  For 
more  Info  (413)  788-3221. 

1  2  Thursday 

Cambridge  ♦  Holiday  Dance  Benefit.  Sponsored  by 
Harvard  Union  of  Clerical  and  Technical  Workers. 
Otd  Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $5 
donation.  For  more  Info  661-8289. 

Newton  ♦  The  Ue  and  Times  of  Harvey  Milk,  film  to 
be  screened  at  Newton  Free  Lbrary.  Sponsored  by 
Newton  Human  Rights  Commisssion.  12/9-12/15. 
For  more  Info,  Jana  Sax  552-7170. 

Cambridge  ♦  11th  Annual  Peace  Tree  Celebration. 
Adults  and  children  welcome,  bring  ornament  of  any 
kind.  Cambridge  Public  Library.  449  Broadway. 
5:15pm.  For  more  Info  349-4040. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Fundraiser  for  Rape  Crisis  Center. 
Video  presentation:  Dream  world,  speaker:  Gall 
Dines.  Crones'  Harvest,  761  Centre  St.  For  more 


Info,  983-9530. 

Portland,  ME  ♦  "Domestic  Violence  In  the  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Community"  moderated  by  Lois  Reckitt. 
Portland  Public  Library.  For  more  Info  (207)  657- 
2850. 

13  Friday 

Salem  ♦  NSGLA  Christmas  Party.  Hawthorne 
Hotel.  8pm.  For  info  745-3848. 

Plainvllle  ♦  Trlboro  Triangles'  Holiday  Party. 
Potluck  and  carolling.  For  more  Info  247-2027  or 
(401)  751-3322. 

Boston  ♦  Keeping  Girl  on  Girl  Kinky  Sex  Safe  with 
Peg  Preble,  Jennifer  Bragdon  and  GCNs  own 
Wickle  Stamps.  Live  talk  and  hot  tips  for  pleasure 
and  safety.  Women  only.  FCHC,  7  Haviland  ST.. 
Wheelchair  accessible.  Free.  For  info  267-0900 
x287. 

Boston  ♦  "Still  Killing  Us  Softly"  a  film  and  discus¬ 
sion  on  media  images  of  women  presented  by 
Women's  Network.  Roxbury  Comminity  College, 
Bldg.  3,  rm  121,1234  Columbus  Ave.  6:30-8:30pm. 
For  more  info  282-0980 

14  Saturday 

Boston  ♦  American  Jewish  Congress  to  honor 
Barney  Frank  and  the  Bill  ot  Rights.  Dinner  at 
Massachusetts  State  House.  For  more  Info  330- 
9630. 

Boston  ♦  Pride  Timers'  Christmas  dinner  and 
dance.  The  Claddagh  restaurant,  1 13  Dartmouth  St. 
7-1 1pm.  $12.50.  For  more  info  262-8685. 

Newton  ♦  Holiday  a  Potluck  Dinner  for  Lesbain 
Lawyers  and  Legal  Workers.  Potluck,  new  members 
welcome.  7pm.  For  more  info  83-3685. 

Boston  ♦  The  Center's  Holiday  Craft  Fair.  338 
Newbury  St.  12/14  10am-5pm  &  12/15  noon-5pm. 
For  more  info  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  Bicycling  Lesbians  Around  Boston  (BLAB) 
Overnight  slumber  Party.  For  more  Info  325-3213. 
Sandwich  Mtn,  NH  ♦  Chiltern  Mtii  Club's  Early 
Winter  Hke.  8.5  mile  hike.  For  more  Info  625-8537. 
Newton  ♦  Holiday  Potluck  for  Lesbian  School 
Teachers/Administrators.  A  group  for  socializing  and 
support.  7pm.  For  more  Info  244-5029. 

15  Sunday 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Gay  Men's  Chorus  annual  holiday 
concert.  Also  featuring  guest  flutist  Fenwick  Smith. 
New  England  Conservatory,  Jordan  Hall.  $20,  $15, 
$9,  $6.  For  info  247-BGMC. 

Attleboro  ♦  Trlboro  Triangles'  Holiday  Benefit 
Concert  featuring  The  Freedom  Trail  Band.  Agudas 
Achlm  Synagogue,  Rte.  152.  $  5  suggested  dona¬ 
tion.  3pm.  For  Info  (508)  223-4636. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Mary  Daly:  Breaking  Through 
Boredom.  Please  respect  women's  space.  Crones' 
Harvest,  761  Centre  St.  7:30pm.  For  Info  983-9530. 

16  Monday 

Boston  ♦  A  Brief  Guide  to  Prenatal  Tests.7-9pm. 
$5,  $8/couple.  For  more  info  964-6676. 

17  Tuesday 

Boston  ♦  NOWs  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force.  Work 
on  legislation  and  initiatives  to  prevent  discrimina- 
tion.NOW  office,  971  Commonwealth  Ave.  7pm.  For 
info  782-1056. 

18  Wednesday 

Cambridge  ♦  Cambridge  Lavender  Alliance. 
General  meeting,  all  welcome.  Cambridge  Rindge 
and  Latin  School.  7-9pm.  For  more  Info  876-3874. 

Boston  ♦  The  Center's  Holiday  Party,  hors  cfoeuvr- 
res,  cash  bar.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St.  Club 
Cafe,  209  Columbus  Ave.  Wheelchair  accessible.  7- 
10pm.  $10.  For  more  Info  247-2927. 

19  Thursday 

Boston  ♦  Discussion  Group  for  HIV  Negative  and 
Bisexual  Men.  Sponsored  by  AAC  and  FCHC.  OLd 
South  Church,  645  Boylston  St.,  4th  fl.  For  more  Info 
267-0900  X287. 

New  York,  NY  ♦  Lesbian  Movie  Night:  Peking 
Opera  Blues.  The  Center,  208  W  13th  St.  8pm.  $6 
more  If/less  If.  For  more  Info  (212)  620-7310. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Open  Mic  with  Sharon  Sue 
Kleinman.  Also  featuring  Louise  Moore,  Ellie  Cutler, 
Holly  Daschbach,  Tina  D'Elia  and  more.  Crones' 
Harvest,  761  Cente  St.  7:30pm.  For  more  Info  983- 
9530. 

21  Saturday 

Boston  ♦  Women's  Coffeehouse,  special  appear¬ 
ance  by  award-winning  singer/songwriter  Wes.  The 
Center,  338  Newbury  St.  8pm.  $10  suggested  dona¬ 
tion.  For  more  info  247-2927. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Doshie  Powers,  Jeannette  Muzlmo 
Duo  and  Nurudaflna  PHI  Abena  in  concert.  Crones' 
Harvest,  761  Centre  St.  8pm.  For  more  Info  983- 
9530. 

Saturdays 

Boston  ♦  Frontrunners.  Meet  at  Metropolitan  Health 
Club  for  2  to  5-ml.  run  along  Charles.  Lockers  and 
showers  $1.00.  10am.  Also:  Tues.  11:45pm.  at 
MHC;  Wed.  6:45  pm.  at  Hatch  Shel;  Sun.  3:00pm. 
at  Jamaica  Pond  Boathouse.  Info:  Sara  524-4025. 

Boston  ♦  Two-Steppln'  for  AIDS"  Texas  Two-step- 
ping  and  line  dancing  tor  the  HIV  positive  communi¬ 
ty  and  their  friends.  At  the  Boston  Living  Center, 


YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St.,  7th  fi.  Third  Saturdays, 
7:00-12:00pm.  Donations  go  to  direct  services  for 
people  with  AIDS.  Info:  236-1012. 

Cambridge  ♦  Single  Mothers'  Support  Group.  Free 
drop-in  group  with  child  care,  alternate  Saturdays. 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  11am-12:30  pm. 
354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Pink  Flamingos.  TV/TS  of  New  England.  4 
to  6  pm.  338  Newbury  St.,  2nd  fir.  247-2927. 

Boston  TV  ♦  PrideTime — Boston  G/L  TV.  with 
Cynthia  Pape.  7:30  p.m.  Boston  Neighborhood 
Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  Also  on  Cambridge 
Cable  Channel  19,  7  pm.  Tuesdays,  and  on  other 
systems;  check  listings. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Women's  Coffeehouse.  Musical 
entertainment,  usually.  8  pm.  Crone's  Harvest,  761 
Centre  St.  $5  suggested  donation.  983-9530. 

Cambridge  ♦  A  multicultural  story  hour  for  children 
aged  3-8.  Sponsored  by  FCHC  and  Lesbian 
Mothers  Group.  Third  Sat.  of  every  month.  Info: 
267-0900  ext  292. 

Sundays 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY) 
Drop-In  Center.  St.  John  the  Evangelist  Church,  35 
Bowdoin.  (800)  42BAGLY. 

Boston  ♦  Work  Issues  Support  Group.  2  to  4  pm 
G/L  Comm.  Ctr.,  338  Newbury  St. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Strikers  Soccer  Club.  Weekly 
novice  and  club  scrimmages.  All  levels.  3  pm.  Info: 
Erik  423-0929  or  Jeff  876-7612. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Sports.  Magazine  Field, 
Memorial  Dr.  Spons.  by  DOB.  Softball  4  to  6  pm; 
volleyball  6  pm  'til  dark.  $1 .  Info:  Steph  625-9551 . 

Boston  ♦  Dignity  Mass.  Liturgy  followed  by  a  social 
hour.  St.  John  the  Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin 
St.  5:30  p.m.  536-6518. 

Boston  *  Western  Orthodox  Church  Mass. 
Arlington  St.  Church,  351  Boylston  St.  227-5794. 

Provlncetown  ♦  Christian  Healing  Service.  5:30  pm. 
96  Bradford  St.  (P'Town  AIDS  Support  Grp.)  Pot 
luck  dinner  to  follow.  (508)  487-3866. 

Boston  ♦  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Worship/Fellowship.  1 31  Cambridge  St.  (near  Govt 
Ctr.).  7  pm.  Info:  Rev.  Tanis  437-0420. 

Boston  ♦  Narcotics  Anonymous.  L/GM.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St.  8  pm.  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600AM. 
I0:30pm-2:30  am. 

Boston  ♦  Different  Strokes  Swim  Team.  Coached 
work-outs  for  swimmers  of  all  abilities.  10:15.  Info: 
767-0449  or  282-3110. 

Mondays 

Boston  ♦  New  Support  Group  for  Recovering 
Women  with  HIV/AIDS.  Sponsored  by  Women,  Inc. 
Call  Magda  or  Christine  for  a  screening  Interview 
442-6166. 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support 
group  for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  12:25  p.m.  262-3456. 

Boston  ♦  Chiltern  Downhill  Skiing  Lessons.  Monday 
nights  at  Nashoba  Valley  ski  area.  Info:  Jim  843- 
3966. 

Boston  ♦  Monday  Night  Dinners  for  PWA's  and 
Friends:  about  100  people  meeting  every  Monday  at 
AAC  for  dinner.  No  reservations  required.  6  p.m. 
AAC.  131  Clarendon  St.  437-6200. 

Dorchester  ♦  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  First  Parish 
Church,  Mtg.  Hs.  Hill.  Beginners  6:30,  hardhats  8 
p.m. 

Boston  ♦  Queer  Nation  meets  1st  and  3rd  Mondays 
at  new  location:  Local  26,  58  Berkeley,  3rd  Floor. 
7:00  pm. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Bisexual  Women's  Network 
Coordinating  Comm.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St. 
247-2927. 

Worcester  ♦  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  support 
group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  dealing 
with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30  pm.  (508)755- 
3773. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap  Group.  The  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  8-10  pm.  354-8807. 

Cable  TV  ♦  "Between  Takes."  Often  a  g/l  slant  on 
events.  Boston  A3  Mondays  9:30  pm.  Cambridge 
CCTV  Thursdays  8:30  pm.  Rhode  Island 
Interconnect  A  Fridays  8:30  pm.  Other  areas:  check 
listings. 

Tuesdays 

Providence,  Rl  ♦  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island.  Call  for 
meeting  place  (401)  461-4191. 

Gloucester  ♦  Healing  Circle  /  Positively  Clean  and 
Sober.  Healing  circle  6:30  to  8  p.m.,  open  to  anyone 
facing  chronic  or  life-threatening  Illness.  Pos.  C&S  8 
to  9  p.m.,  for  people  living  with  HIV  and  dealing  with 
subst.  abuse  issues.  N.  Shore  AIDS  Project,  19 
Pleasant  St.  (508)  283-0101. 

Boston  ♦  ACT  UP/Boston.  The  Living  Center. 
YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St.  7p.m.  49-ACTUP. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Women's  Rap.  The 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  7-8:30.  354-8807. 

Medford  Radio  ♦  "We  the  People"— with  feminist 
Sheila  Parks.  WMFO  91.5FM.  7-9a.m.  Tufts  U. 


radio. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  G/B  Men  and 
Their  Significant  Others.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30  p.m. 
(508)  755-3773. 

Boston  ♦  L/G  Freedom  Trail  Band  Rehearsals.  No 
audition  necessary.  Mass  College  of  Art,  Longwood 
and  Brookline  Ave.  7:15  p.m.  266-0628. 

Amherst  ♦  P-FLAG,  Pioneer  Valley  Monthly  meet¬ 
ings  held  2nd  Tues.  of  month.  Grace  Episcopal 
Church,  Parish  Hall.  6:30  pm.  For  info  (413)  532- 
4833. 

Wednesdays 

Boston  ♦  Women  in  the  Building  Trades  will  be 
offering  free  introductory  workshops.  6:00-8:00pm 
from  10/30-12/4.  At  555  Amory  St.  Call  524-3010  to 
pre-register  or  tor  into. 

Cambridge  ♦  Job  search  support  group.  Cambridge 
Women's  Center.  6:30-8:30  pm.  Info:  354-8807. 
Boston  ♦  Sales  Networks  Program  for  G/L  Business 
Owners  and  Supporters  of  the  Community.  7:30  to 
9:30  a.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St.,  2nd  fir. 
Registration  required:  Marc  Spencer  262-2400. 

Hyde  Park  ♦  Women's  Pick-Up  Hockey.  MDC  Hyde 
Park  Rink  (near  Dedham).  8  to  9  a.m.  Info:  Janice 
326-1600  X350. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY). 
Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
New  persons'  meeting  6  pm.;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45  to  7:30;  general  meeting  7:30  pm. 
(800)  42-BAGLY. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  AWAnon.  Wheelchair  accessi¬ 
ble.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30  to  8  p.m. 
354-8807. 

Springfield  ♦  Names  Project  Meeting.  New  chapter 
with  weekly  quilting  meetings.  All  welcome.  Frontier. 
19  Pearl  St.  7  to  10  p.m.  (413)788-7459 

Worcester  ♦  Supporters  ot  Worcester  Area  G/L 
Youth  (SWAGLY).  Social  support  grp.  for  youths  22 
and  under.  7  to  9  p.m.  United  Congregational 
Church,  6  Institute  Road.  7  to  9  p.m.  (508)  755- 
0005. 

Boston  ♦  Bisexual  Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics. 
Mass.  General  Hospital.  7:30  p.m.  Info:  Marge  259- 
1559. 

Bridgewater  ♦  S.  Shore  G/L  Alliance.  7:30  to  9  p.m. 
Bridgewater  Ctr.  Primarily  a  social  group  of  age  25+, 
but  all  welcome.  Info:  Glen  293-5183  or  Dave  294- 
0367. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  who  are  In 
Substance  Abuse  Recovery.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7:30  to  9 
p.m.  (508)  755-3773. 

Amherst  ♦  Queer  Nation  meets  6:00-7:00pm  at 
Bangs  Community  Center,  70  Boltwood  Walk.  Info: 
P.O.  Box  202,  Hadley,  MA  01035  or  (413)  584- 
4213. 

Thursdays 

Boston  ♦  The  Boston  Monthly  HIV  Medical  Update. 
2nd  Thursday  of  each  month  at  7:30pm.  John 
Hancock  Conference  Center,  40  Trinity  Place  (near 
Copley  green  and  Back  Bay/South  End  Orange  T 
stations).  Info:  262-3456. 

Somerville  ♦  The  Thursday  Night  Dinner  Program 
offers  meals  to  PWA's  HIV+  and  friends  at  the 
Methodist  Church.  One  block  from  Davis  Square 
Red  Line  Station.  Into:  666-4130. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Boston  ♦  Names  Project  Quilting  Bee  —  for  the 
AIDS  Memorial  Quilt.  Sewing  supplies  and  support 
provided.  Boston  Living  Ctr.,  140  Clarendon  St.  7th 
fir.  7  to  9  p.m.  Info  451-9003. 

Portsmouth,  NH  ♦  Out  and  About.  A  lesbian  social 
and  support  group.  Info:  Keryn  (603)  749-5852. 

Provlncetown  ♦  Positive  PWA  Coalition  Weekly 
Flap  Session.  7:30. 155  Bradford  St.  Peer  led.  (508) 
487-3998. 

Boston  ♦  The  Group.  Discussion  and  social  hour. 
The  Center,  338  Newbury  St.  734-2076. 

Boston  ♦  L/G  Ice  Hockey  Practices  and  Intersquad 
Scrimmages.  All  levels.  9  p.m.  Grtr  Bos.  rink.  Info: 
John  350-6063,  Al  522-1408. 

Cambridge  ♦  GAMIT  Study  Break.  (GAMIT  -  Gays 
at  MIT.)  GAMIT  lounge,  142  Memorial  Dr. 

Boston  *  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights 
general  meeting.  Third  Thurs.  of  every  month.  6:30- 
8  pm.  Lesbian/Gay  Community  Center,  Room  206, 
338  Newbury  St.  Info:  266-2956. 

Fridays 

Watertown  ♦  GLOW:  G/L  of  Watertown.  395-4664. 

Boston  ♦  GCN  Friday  Night  Stuffing  Party.  Come 
stuff  the  paper,  eat  pizza,  and  make  new  friends. 
GCN,  62  Berkeley  St.  5  p.m.  426-4469. 

Provlncetown  ♦  Safe  Sex  Brigade  and  Anti-L/G/B 
Violence  Campaign.  Volunteers  meet  on  step6  of 
P'Town  Post  Office  Friday  and  Sunday  nights  at 
1 1 :30  p.m.  through  Labor  Day.  Info:  ACT  UP  (508) 
487-2063. 
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New  songs  from  the  composer  of  Ten  Percent  Revue 

TOM  WILSON  WEINBERG 

•  , 

a™TcLZ»n?srt  ^ e'ut&tcctt 


DEC.  14 

Saturday  performance  to  benefit 
Gay  Community  News  at  8:00  PM 
Club  Cabaret,  209  Columbus,  Boston 

DEC.  15 

Sunday  Brunch  with  Tom  and  Lisa 
in  Cambridge  at  noon. 


Tickets  for  available  at  Glad 
Day  Bookstore  and  GCN .  For  more 
Information  call  (617)  426-4469 


Performance 

$12 

$15  at  the  door 
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